The Purpose of the Bible

Introduction

Our approach to a book depends on why it was written

Most books today tell the reader why they were written 

Dust jacket blurb from publisher

Author’s photo

Reviews on back cover

People unfortunately don’t approach the Bible that way 

How can the Bible have a single purpose?

It is a library of 66 books with different human authors 

The humans were directed by a single divine author for a single purpose (we will talk later in the course about inspiration)

One statement of the Bible’s purpose (II Tim 3:15-17)

From childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.

Origin of the Bible (technically talking about OT here): God

Object of the Bible: useful

Three aspects of this statement of purpose

Salvation

Christ

Faith

A Book of Salvation

What the world thinks salvation is

A one-experience event

A form of self-delusion

The practical purpose with respect to salvation

Reading the bible will make you wiser, but

The purpose of this wisdom is to save you

What the Bible is not

The purpose is not scientific

The Bible is not a science textbook, but does contain statements that can be tested and verified, e.g., by the science of archaeology

Correctly understood science and correctly interpreted Scripture cannot conflict since God is the author of both

It reveals things science cannot discover:

What is the purpose of my life?

Why was the universe brought into being?

What will happen after I die?

It was not designed to be great literature

The Bible contains great literature

Especially the KJV has become recognized as an essential example of great literature

The Bible was not written to be admired as literature 

It is not a philosophical textbook

For example, the Bible talks extensively about the great philosophical problems of evil and suffering

On almost every page men and women sin and men and women suffer

The whole book of Job is about these topics

Even there the answer is not given in terms suitable for as philosophy textbook

Instead, the Bible contains practical wisdom on how to overcome sin and endure suffering

The Bible explains salvation in its fullest sense

It starts with what we once were by creation

It explains the seriousness of sin

It explains salvation’s beginning in the covenant with Abraham

The rest of the OT is the story of God’s gracious dealings with part of the descendants of Abraham, despite their unfaithfulness and periodic rejections of Him

It explains how Jesus fulfills this covenant (Luke 1:68-75)

It points out that Jesus is the fulfillment of OT prophecies

It explains serving God in holiness and righteousness (v. 75)

It explains that salvation is accomplished in stages:

Redemption

Adoption

Glorification

These will be discussed in detail in later in the course

Christ Throughout the Bible

Salvation is available through faith in Jesus Christ

Jesus understands the nature and function of the Bible this way:

In John 5:39 where Jesus is demonstrating, after the Jews objected to a healing on the Sabbath,  that they, who studied the OT in great detail, still couldn’t recognize the promised Messiah

In Luke 24:27 when Jesus explains to the two disciples on the Emmaus road what Moses and the other OT prophets had to say about Him (Rembrandt painting of “Christ at Emmaus”)

In Luke 24:44 when Jesus explains to His disciples after the Resurrection how each of the three divisions of the OT were fulfilled in Him

According to Jesus, the fundamental relationship between the OT and the NT is between promise and fulfillment:

In Mark 1:15, at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, He declares that the time is fulfilled

In Matthew 13:16-17, just before Jesus explains the parable of the sower to His disciples, He tell them how special they are that they see the OT promises and prophecies fulfilled

