THE USE OF THE BIBLE CONTINUED
Today we will conclude our discussion of John Stott’s Understanding the Bible.   The one thing we all should know by now is that the Bible is a book of salvation, but you don’t have to have read the Bible to get salvation.  But once we have accepted Christ as our Savior, naturally we would want learn as much about Him as we could.  To do this we must diligently study scripture.  The Bible is where we get our instruction on how to live a life pleasing to God.  

To “do” the truth is to practice what it teaches, to translate its message into action.  This sounds simple, but it has far-reaching implication simply because the truth we have to “do” is so rich.  Last week we started to discuss the five characteristics of the lifestyle of a “doer of the word.”

· Worship

· Repentance and Faith

· Obedience

· Witness


Repentance and Faith

God’s Word tells us what we are—sinners.  It discloses to us our sin and calls us to confess and forsake it.  God’s Word is like a mirror, showing us what we are like.  Whenever we read the Scripture we hear God saying to us:

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in this place. (Jer. 7:3)
 6 Wash and make yourselves clean. 
   Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
   stop doing wrong. 
17 Learn to do right; seek justice. 
   Defend the oppressed.[a] 
Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
   plead the case of the widow. (Isa. 1:16-17)

The third characteristic of the “doer of the word” is faith.  Faith is an integral part of the Christian life.
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Heb. 11:6)
Christians are frequently described in the New Testament as “believers” who “through faith and patience inherit what have been promised” (Heb.6:12).  Faith cannot exist in a vacuum or in isolation; it is always a trustful response to a trustworthy person.  We must never set faith and knowledge over against another as if they were mutually exclusive.  Faith is based on knowledge:
10 Those who know your name trust in you, 
   for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you. (Ps. 9:10)

We trust God because we know him to be trustworthy.  As we read in Scripture about the character and deeds of God, about his faithfulness to his covenant in the history of Israel, about “his very great and precious promises:”
4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires (2 Pet. 1:4).
We read in Scripture about Jesus Christ in whom all God’s premises find their “yes.”
20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. (2 Cor. 1:20)

Finally we read in Scripture about the men of faith who were “fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promise.” (Rom. 4:21)

God himself has given us the means to increase our faith:

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. (Rom. 10:17)
If we want to grow in faith we have to spend time meditating on God’s Word. 

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. (Rom. 15:4)

Obedience

Obedience is the fourth way we become “doers” of the word and not just “hearers.”  Obedience involves submission and allowing the Holy Spirit to be in control, and we all know that is not in fashion today.  If Jesus Christ lived in humble obedience to God’s Word there can be no doubt that we must also.  If our desire is to be more Christ like, then we have to let the Holy Spirit guide us in our day to day lives.  Jesus went further than that.  He indicated that, just as ancient Israel was to prove her love for God by obeying him, so Christian disciples must prove their love for Christ by their obedience:

 15 “If you love me, keep my commands. (John 14:15) 

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” (John 14:21)

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. (John 14:23-24)

God has revealed his will so clearly on so many subjects in his Word.  The first step towards holiness of life is knowledge of what is pleasing and displeasing to God.

1 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.( 1 Thess. 4:1)
The only way to be sure of living according to God’s will is to live according to Scripture. 
Luke 6:46. "But why do you call Me `Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?"

When you are born again, you become a new creature. Old things are passed away and all things have become new. You are new, your spirit has been recreated in the image of God. God's nature dwells in you. God's nature is love. If God's nature dwells in you, then you are full of the love of God! We should walk in that love, everyday!

However, there is more to being a Christian, than going around loving everyone. 
We are to do the commandments of the Lord.
 James 1:22-25: "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does."

James is writing to believers in this letter, not unsaved people. He is telling them to be blessed, they must do what the Word says. When we are obedient to God, He will bless us. It’s that simple.

Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

1 Peter 5:7: "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you."

To quote Stott, “it is true there are many complex ethical questions of the modern world on which Scripture does not directly pronounce.  But the principles are there on which we must form a responsible Christian judgment.  Whether the issue is war or violent revolution, pollution, pornography or poverty, or political and economic theory, we cannot escape the labor—and sometimes the pain—of seeking to formulate a biblically conditioned Christian opinion.”

 God has done all He can for us.  He gave His only Son to die in our place. With that death, He purchased a new life for us. A life full of God's answers! We need to study the Word and find those answers and then claim them for ourselves.  
Witness

Finally, the fifth mark of a Christian who “does” God’s Word is witness.  A “witness” is someone who attests to a fact, so in order to be an effective witness for Christ, we must have first-hand knowledge of Him.
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.( 1 John 1:1-3)

To be an effective in our witness, we should remember several basic things:
· The theme of our witness is Jesus Christ.  Paul defined the gospel as the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  If we aren’t explaining the sacrifice of Christ, then we’re not really sharing the gospel.  An important part of this theme is the fact that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation, not just one of many ways.
· The power of our witness is the Holy Spirit.  As we witness, we need to spend time in prayer asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit so that we are enabled to let our light shine in such a way that others will recognize the power of God in us.
· The validity of our witness will be shown in how we live our lives. The effective Christian witness will live his/her life above reproach.  
· We must be familiar enough with the Scripture to be able to accurately and coherently present the gospel to others. “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15).  Always being prepared means diligent Bible study, memorizing Scripture, and praying for “divine appointmens”—God-given opportunities to share with those whose hearts have been prepared by the Lord to hear His message of salvation.
I think it would be an understatement to say the Bible has an essential place in the life of a Christian.  The revelation of God leads to worship, the warnings of God to repentance, the promises of God to faith, the commands of God to obedience and the truth of God to witness.  Without Scripture a Christian life is impossible.  God’s Word is as essential to us spiritually as food is to us physically.  It is by his Word that God implants spiritual life within us.

21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. (James 1:21)

It is by the same Word that he instructs, reforms, nourishes, encourages and strengthens us.  It is truly by his Word alone that the man or woman of God grows into maturity and becomes “equipped for every good work.”
15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3:15-17)
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