Translation into Vernacular

It is much more difficult to have a relationship with God when you can’t easily have access to what He says to you

The 16th century Protestant reformers wanted the common man to have access to these words

They were appalled at the widespread ignorance of the Scriptures

Tyndale quote

Tyndale was responsible for much of the English words which ended up in the King James Version of the Bible

The Right of Private Judgment

Before the Reformation, the position of the Roman Catholic church was (and still is) that she had been given the unique “magisterium” or teaching authority, because she alone could supply the true interpretation of Scripture

Quote from Council of Trent

The Reformers insisted on” the right of private judgment”

Quote from BCC constitution

This is the claim that it is the birthright of every child of God to hear his Father’s voice speaking directly to him through Scripture

Heeding What the Spirit and Study Have Taught Others

The church has a place in God’s plan to give His people a right understanding of His Word

Just as the Holy Spirit can speak to an individual Christian through that Christian’s humble, prayerful, diligent and obedient study of Scripture, He can speak to other Christians

The church by definition the collection of other Christians

In the same way that God wrote Scripture through a collection of prophets and apostles, the Holy Spirit illumines Scripture to many also

Ephesians 3:18, 19

The Role of Church Tradition

Stott quote

The work of inspiration was limited, as far as we know, to the first century A.D. and preceding

The Holy Spirit then focused on illuminating what was already inspired

Christians should therefore not neglect the ecumenical creeds of the church, the confessions of the Reformers, and the Bible commentaries and theological works of individual scholars

The Role of Contemporary Teachers

Learning from designated leaders

We are not limited in our resources to teachers of the past

Ephesians 4:11, 12

Learning from each other

The Holy Spirit can illumine our minds through group, as well as individual Bible study

Colossians 3:16a

The Example of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

Scene from Acts 8:26-39

John Calvin quote

Recognizing False Teaching

No human teacher, beyond Jesus and the human authors of the Bible as they were writing it, is infallible

Jesus warned his apostles about this in Matthew 23:8-10, when he told them to not act as the scribes and Pharisees

As implied in I John 2:26, 27, we have been given the complete revelation in the Bible and need no extra knowledge from human teachers

Further, we have an obligation to judge the teaching we receive from human teachers, while still recognizing that God has given some the gift of teaching

Acts 17:11

This is why the right of private judgment is so important

Human teaching, even sometimes of established churches, must be rejected if it contradicts the Bible

Pslams 119:97-99

The Proper Place of Reason and Tradition

Stott has mentioned three teachers of Scripture

Receiving the illumination of the Holy Spirit

Using our own reason

Being taught by other Christians, past and present

He does not regard three methods as equal

Following the Scripture

Following what we think seems right

Following tradition

Scripture alone is God’s Word written

The Holy Spirit is the ultimate interpreter of Scripture

Individual reason and church tradition

Are used to explain and apply Scripture

Both are subordinate to God himself as He speaks through the Bible

We Must Guard Against Distorting Scripture’s Meaning

Some critics say that “you can make the Bible mean anything you like”

Part of the reason for this criticism is from non-Christian or semi-Christian cults who support their particular opinions by arbitrary selection and interpretation of proof texts

II Corinthians 4:2

II Peter 3:16

However, if you are honest and use good interpretative methods, you will find Scripture instead controlling you

Next week we will start learning these methods

