Audiences for Authority Arguments (Unbelievers)

Arguments about what Jesus believed rely on the truth of the NT statements about Jesus

Nonbelievers don’t start with an opinion that Jesus is God, that He provided for the NT (discusses next week) or even that the NT is historically reliable

You won’t get anywhere with them by simply asserting any of these three things (Neal Boortz’s reaction to the California Prop 8 US District Court opinion emails)

You must instead give evidence for each of these assertions (you’ll get practice later)

Christ’s View of the Old Testament

Jesus submitted to the OT in His personal conduct

Jesus followed the Mosaic Law, although he did not follow the traditions that had been added to the Law

Jesus used the OT when tempted by Satan in the Judean wilderness

Explain why the quotes might not be exact

Jesus did not argue about whether the OT applied in this case or applied to Him

He simply quoted it as settling the matter

Jesus submitted to the OT in the fulfillment of His mission

Jesus understood that He is the Messiah and knew the OT prophecies that applied to the Messiah

He knew He was the “Suffering Servant” of Isaiah 53 and the “Son of Man” of Daniel 7

He accepted what that meant in terms of what must happen to Him (Mark 8:31)

When Peter tried to resist by force in Gethsemane, Jesus pointed out that He Himself could have done so much more effectively, but then the Scripture would not be fulfilled and His mission would not be accomplished (Matthew 26:54)

After His resurrection, He had to point out to His own disciples that He had been following what the OT ordained for the Messiah

On the Emmaus road (Luke 24:25, 26)

In the upper room (Luke 24:44b-48)

Jesus submitted to the OT in His controversies

When asked his opinion, He would refer the questioner to the OT (Luke 10:26 and Mark 12:10a)

When arguing with the Pharisees, he would attack them for adding to the OT (Mark 7:9, 13)

When arguing with the Sadducees, he would attack them for accepting only the Pentateuch, and then demonstrate that they misunderstood even that (Mark 12:24)

Jesus uniformly knew and respected the OT as the Word of God (John 10:35 and Matthew 5:18)

In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5 what Jesus did was amplify the Law of Moses and contradict the oral tradition (chart)

Audiences for Authority Arguments (Believers)

If you profess to believe in Jesus, you must hold as authoritative what he held as authoritative

Jesus believes that the OT is authoritative

We must believe that also

OT Legal Penalties

Some nonbelievers (and some believers) are horrified with the penalties imposed for various illegal acts in the OT

Point out these things when talking with such people

Ancient Israel was designed, under the Mosaic Law, to be a theocracy, not a constitutional republic

In a theocracy, God decrees the punishments instead of a legislature voting on them

God specified the punishments for that society, not necessarily for ours
Whether an action is breaking God’s law is independent of the penalty prescribed for that lawbreaking

Our reaction to a “severe” penalty is based on how seriously we take the sin, not necessarily how seriously God takes the sin.  Under the Law, any sin is ultimately punishable by (eternal) death

In our minds, we reserve the lightest (or no) punishments for the sins that we ourselves commit

