Arguments for the Authority of Scripture
From the introduction Stott says “the church will never recover either its morale or its mission unless it first rediscovers the source of its authority.”  He also asks “what is so special about Christian Scriptures, the Bible?”  

Last week Jay talked about three words used to defend the uniqueness of the Bible.  They set it apart from other books that claim to be the Word of God.  They are “revelation,” “inspiration” and “authority.”  Today we are going to talk about authority.

Authority is the power or weight which Scripture possesses because of what it is, namely a divine revelation given by divine inspiration.  Authority in biblical usage, describes the absolute power and freedom of God, and claims that He is the source of all other authorization of power.  We Christians believe the Bible to be the Word of God and the eternal source of truth we live by.  In John 15:18 and 1 Peter 5:8 Jesus warns his disciples about the attitude the world will have toward those who follow Him.
18"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.( John 15:18)

8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (1Peter 5:8)

What is important to understand from these passages is the attitude of the world toward God.  The world is in rebellion against God, and worldly people under the influence of Satan seek to destroy our faith.  That is why it is vital for Christians not only to know what they believe but also, why they believe it.  
There is no book that is criticized and attacked more than the Bible.  One of Satan’s goals is to get man to doubt the Word of God.  There has not been in the history of man a book that has rocked the world as has the Bible.  The impact it has made is without measure.  Some hail the Bible as the Word of God; others criticize and condemn it.  With the Bible facing such great opposition today, and with many other works claiming to be “the word of God,” how do we know the Bible is the true authoritative Word of God?
The first argument Stott makes is that of the historic Christian churches.  Historic Christian churches have consistently maintained and defended the divine origin of Scripture.  Only in comparatively recent times have some churches changed their official doctrine on this matter.  The early leaders of the church were virtually unanimous in viewing the Bible as the primary source of revelation and authority.  The church soon began ascribing authority to its tradition as well as to the Scriptures.  By the fourth century church tradition was viewed as of equal authority with the Bible.  The medieval church especially emphasized the church as the sole interpreter of Scripture, through its tradition and creeds, councils and pope.  

The reformation rejected this duality of authority in Bible and church, claiming “sola scriptura” (“only the Bible”).  The Reformers argued that all authority, even that of the Church, is derived from the Bible itself, and only as it is consistent with Scripture.  Early Baptist made this view of biblical authority the foundation for their theological beliefs, maintaining that all church doctrine and practice must be entirely consistent with the Bible itself.  

The Catholic Church responded to the Reformation with an increased emphasis on the authority of the church and its tradition, culminating in its assertion of papal infallibility in all areas of faith and practice in 1870.

The nineteenth century movement of “Liberal Protestantism” defined religious authority in yet another way, locating authority in man’s reason and experience.  The Bible was seen as normative only insofar as it is consistent with reason and personal experience, and people are to interpret it subjectively.

It is the uniform witness of the Bible that all authority is located in God.  People possess authority only as the Lord gives it. Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God (Romans 13:1). 
 Religious authority derives from the authority of the Father, as that authority is revealed in the Son, manifested by the Holy Spirit, and given in and through the Bible to the church and the world.  While each of the approaches to authority described in the above historical survey is still practiced and taught today, Scripture says all legitimate authority comes directly or indirectly form God.

Stott’s second argument for the authority of Scripture is what the biblical writers themselves claimed.  The authors knew they were writing the words of God even though they often did not fully understand what they were writing.  All scripture is inspired by God.  Moses said he had received the Law from God.  The prophets introduced their oracles with “Thus says the Lord” or “The Word of the Lord came to me saying.”

21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21).
The Apostles could write statements like this one from Paul:
13And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. (1 Thess. 2:13)
The biblical authors all make similar claims for each other.  We find in scripture elaborate patterns of cross-authorization.  The prophets endorse the Law, and the Psalmist extolled its truth, beauty and sweetness ( for example, Pss. 19;119). Above all the NT confirms the OT.  Jesus himself viewed the OT as authoritative and quoted from it throughout his ministry.  There is even the famous passage in which Peter refers to the letters of “our dear brother Paul,” comments on the “wisdom” given to him and equates his epistles with scripture. 

15Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. (2 Peter 15-16)

Then we have the unity of the Bible.  The Bible covers hundreds of topics, yet it does not contradict itself.  It remains united in its theme.  Consider this:  the Bible was written over a span of fifteen hundred years.  It was written by more than forty men from every walk of life.  Moses was educated in Egypt and became a prophet over Israel.  Peter was a simple fisherman, Solomon was a king, Luke a doctor, Amos was a shepherd, and Matthew was a tax collector.  All the writers were of vastly different occupations and backgrounds.  

The Bible was written in many different places.  It was written on three different continents:  Asia, Africa and Europe.  Moses wrote in the desert of Sinai, Paul wrote in a prison in Rome, Daniel wrote in exile in Babylon, and Ezra wrote in the ruined City of Jerusalem.  Not only was in written in many different places but under many different circumstances.  David wrote during a time of war, Jeremiah wrote at the time of Israel’s downfall, Peter wrote while Israel was under Roman domination, and Joshua wrote while invading the land of Canaan.  Finally the writers had different  purposes  for writing.   Isaiah wrote to warn Israel of God’s coming judgment on their sin, Matthew wrote to prove to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah, Zechariah wrote to encourage a disheartened Israel who had returned from Babylonian exile, and Paul wrote addressing problems in different Asian and European churches.  
If we put all these factors together, the Bible was written on fifteen hundred years, by forty different authors, at different places, under various circumstances, and addressing a multitude of issues.  It is amazing that with such diversity, there is such unity in the Bible.  There is also, as one aspect of this overall unity, the striking phenomenon of fulfilled prophecy.  That unity is organized around one theme:  God’s redemption of man and all creation.  Hundreds of controversial subjects are addressed and yet the writers do not contradict each other.  It seems one author guided these writers through the whole process: the Holy Spirit.  The unity of the Bible is just one more amazing proof of the divine inspiration and authority of the Bible.  

Further, there is the transforming ability the Bible has had (God’s power through it, we believe) in human lives, disturbing the complacent and comforting the sorrowful, humbling the proud, reforming the sinful, encouraging the fainthearted, bringing hope to the bereaved and giving direction to those who have lost their way.  12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12).  Added to all this is what the Reformers called “the inward witness of the Holy Spirit.”  It is the deep assurance that scripture is truth from God, an assurance arising not from external confirmation such as archaeological discoveries, but internally from the Holy Spirit himself.  

However, the first and foremost reason why Christians believe in the divine inspiration and authority of Scripture is not because of what the churches teach, the writers claimed or the readers sense, but because of what Jesus Christ himself said.  Since he endorsed the authority of Scripture, we are bound to conclude that his authority and Scripture’s authority either stand or fall together.

Some may retort that to rely on Christ’s witness to Scripture is to employ a circular argument, which might be expressed like this:  “How do I know that Scripture is inspired?  Because of Christ, who says so.  How do I know that Christ says so?  Because of Scripture, which is inspired.”  This, our critics point out, is to assume the very truth we are wanting to prove.  But they have misstated our argument.  When we make our first approach to the Bible, we bring with us no assumptions about its divine inspiration.  We accept it merely as a collection of historical documents, containing in particular the witness of first-century Christians to Christ.  As we read their testimony, we come to believe in Christ, still without formulating any particular doctrine of Scripture.  But then Christ we have come to believe in sends us back to Scripture.  He gives us a new understanding of it because he endorses its authority for us.
Original authority and ultimate authority resides with God and God alone.  God did not inherit His authority—there was no one to bequeath it to Him.  God did not receive His authority—there was no one to bestow it on Him.  God’s authority did not come by way of an election—there was no one to vote for Him.  God did not seize His authority—there was no one to steal it from.  God did not earn His authority—it was already His.  God inherently embodies authority because He is the great “I AM.” 
14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am . [a] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' (Exod. 3:14)

58"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!"(John 8:58)

God’s words apply today just as well as when they were first recorded long ago.  Human nature is timeless.  The men and women of old were of “like passions.”  They weren’t some different breed of humanity.  The things that happened to them were for our learning, encouragement, hope, comfort—and sometimes as a solemn warning.  We have to develop a spiritual hunger for God’s word. The Christian accepts the truth of Scripture as authoritative by faith, and the command of Scripture as authoritative in obedience, and so demonstrates love for the Lord.
15"If you love me, you will obey what I command (John 14:15).

