Christian Hope

Certain, based on the promises of God

Called by Paul the “hope of the glory of God” in Romans 5:2

What does this hope mean?

The return of Christ

Jesus promised this repeatedly

Matthew 24:27

The resurrection

Not survival, the continuance of the soul without a body

Not resuscitation

Those raised from the dead were resuscitated, but they died again

Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter, the widow’s son at Nain

New bodies which

“Retain some kind of continuity with our present bodies”

Do not age or decay

Don’t have our current sinful nature

Stott believes they will have new powers

The judgment

A judgment for believers and unbelievers, based on who Jesus knows, to determine eternal destination (Matthew 25:31-46)

A judgment for believers and unbelievers, based on deeds, to determine reward and punishment

Greater reward

Greater punishment (Matthew 10:15, Matthew 11:23, Mark 12:40, James 3:1)

The new universe

Negative hope (ask class for what will be missing in Heaven)

Death

Mourning

Crying

Pain

Disease

Sorrow

The reason for the negative hope: the presence of the throne of God

[Voiceover for slide on God’s throne] When John was granted his vision of heavenly reality, and was permitted to peer through “an open door”, the first thing on which his eye rested was “a throne”, the symbol of god’s sovereignty.  Everything else in his vision was related to this throne.  The Father sat on it, and the Lamb shared it, together with “the seven spirits of God” representing the Holy Spirit.  Round it in concentric circles were twenty-four elders symbolizing the church and four living creatures symbolizing the creation, and beyond them myriads of angels.  Flashes of lightning and peals of thunder issued from the throne, and before the throne stood the great gathering of the redeemed, drawn from every nation and language, wearing white robes of righteousness, waving palm branches of victory, and ascribing their salvation to their God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.

The Bible thus begins and ends in gardens with the tree of life

We end up where Adam and Eve started and were meant to stay

