Progressive Revelation

God speaking

The bible is a record of God’s word to humans

We’ve reviewed the stories of both Testaments

We noted before that that the purpose of the Bible is to present how to be saved through Christ

Unity?

As we said at the beginning of the course, the Bible consists of 66 books, by about 40 human authors over 1500 years

For a comparable human undertaking, it would be incredible if we said it could have a single theme, which Stott could condense into a single chapter of his book

What about the contrasting pictures of God in the two Testaments?

Does the OT portray Yahweh as a fearful God of wrath and judgment?

Does the NT portray the same being as the Father of the meek and gentle Jesus

What the bible isn’t

Not “a ragbag of contradictions”

This is how many people, who don’t take the time to study Bible verses carefully in context, dismiss the Bible as something they need not consider

Not a portrait of the gradual evolution of human ideas about God

This is an extremely popular view today, namely that all societies are the same, and their understanding of God developed at the same rate

It is taken so far as to be the means of disassembling and late-dating the OT books by the understanding of God revealed therein

C. S. Lewis quote

Instead, the Bible is a record of progressive revelation of truth by God

Examples of progressive revelation

The Trinity

The great stress in the OT is on the unity of God in contrast to the polytheism of the heathen nations

The Trinity is only foreshadowed in the OT

The Trinity is clearly stated in the NT

The work of Jesus

The misunderstood prophecies in the OT

The recorded teachings in the synoptic Gospels

The fuller understanding in the epistles and in the prologue of John

Jesus told the apostles it would be this way in John 16:12-15

Progression vs. contradiction

Progression is not contradiction

The artist example

The sketch

The increasing amounts of oils

The artist always saw the finished product, regardless of what the spectator saw

The parent example

A succession of rules

Wise parents don’t contradict themselves

Later rules supplement and build on earlier ones

The Bible example

God gradually filled out and expanded His revelation

Ultimately humans were given the highest form of revelation, God came to the world in human form

Hebrews 1:1, 2a

At which different times was the revelations given?

To which different people was the revelation given?

By which different methods was the revelation given?

Was there a different author of the revelations?

God speaking

The entire Bible is God disclosing Himself, God speaking about God

As we said at the beginning of the course, the purpose of the Bible is to be a book about salvation

What God speaks about Himself in the Bible is that He has conceived and fulfilled a plan to save fallen men through Christ

The Attributes of God

God is Alive

Idols can’t save, but God can (Isaiah 46:1-4)

Idols aren’t even alive, but God is (Psalms 115:3-8)

God is a living god, who sees, hears, speaks, and acts

God is Sovereign

God is king of nature

The ferocious parts are under His control (edited Psalms 29 reading)

He sustains the universe He has made and all its life (Psalms 104, Matthew 6:26a, 28b, 29)

God is king of the nations

God is in control, not politicians

Daniel 4:32

Acts 4:23-28

God uses human rulers to accomplish His objectives

In addition to the NT quote from Acts 4, there are OT examples

Assyrian emperor Shalmaneser (Isaiah 10:5,6)

Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 27:6)

Persian king Cyrus (Isaiah 44:28)

Mention why this verse is controversial

God is Self-Consistent

God doesn’t change (Malachi 3:6)

God is true to His own nature

2 Timothy 2:13

God’s omnipotence is limited

The universe is rational, so God can’t make a four-sided triangle or a married bachelor

God can’t deny himself, so He can’t do things which contradict his nature, like lie

Multiple sides of one nature

Because God must be true to His own nature, some critics have tried to paint this as a contradiction by describing

The OT God as a god of anger

The NT God as a god of love

God is actually depicted as a God of love and a God of wrath in both testaments (ask class for examples)

The authors of the Bible understood these multiple sides of God’s nature (verses from John and Ephesians)

God is gracious, but holy.  We would never need the first or see the second except for our own sin.

God is Expresses Himself through Grace

What grace is (Stott quote)

Common grace

Blessings given indiscriminately to all people

Examples are reason, conscience, love, beauty, life, food, marriage, children, work, leisure, and ordered government

Covenant grace

“Covenant” is a legal term meaning any binding undertaking

Equivalence of covenant and testament

When used of God’s work in Scripture, it is not an agreement between two equal parties

It is more like a testament or will in which the testator has sole discretion in the disposal of his own estate

This is why “testament” and “covenant” can be used interchangeably when speaking of the parts of the Bible

The role of the Law in the covenant is to emphasize and expand the requirement of obedience

Three stages in the outworking of God’s covenant

Redemption

Adoption

Glorification

