PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONAY JOURNEY
Acts 18:23-20
Paul’s third missionary journey was different from the first two.  On the first two journeys, Paul reached into new areas where he preached the gospel and planted churches.  On the third journey, Paul visited no new areas, but went to strengthen believers in cities where he had already been.  
ACTS 18:23-28
Paul’s third missionary journey begins in the regions of Galatia, Phyrgia, and the city of Ephesus.

23After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. (Acts 18:23).
Here we see Paul’s passion for building disciples, not merely making converts.  Paul would remind us that it isn’t enough to make a strong beginning with Jesus, but we must be always getting stronger.

Ministry of Apollos in Ephesus:
24Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scripture.25He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor[a] and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. (Acts 18:24-26).
Apparently, when Paul came to Ephesus on his second missionary journey, he left Aquila and Priscilla, who had been traveling with him.  They met Apollos, a Jew, who is described as an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures.  Apollos was a man who ministered mightily, yet with limited knowledge.  So he was helped by Aquila and Priscilla, when they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.  Because Apollos knew of the work of John the Baptist, it is likely that he preached that the Messiah had come and we must respond to him, but he probably had little knowledge of the full person and work of Jesus Christ.  His baptism was based on repentance rather than on faith in the finished work of Christ.
Acts 19

Paul in Ephesus

Apollos went to Corinth before Paul returned to Ephesus.  Paul arrived in Ephesus from a more northerly direction, by the upper Phrygian route.  He encounters some disciples, and Paul asks them “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  Apparently there was something about these disciples that prompted the question from Paul; we don’t have any indication that it was his custom to ask people if they had received the Holy Spirit. These disciples seem to have been followers of Jesus, but indirectly through John the Baptist or some of his followers.  Or they may have received their teaching from Apollos in his earlier state of partial understanding.  Like Apollos, they had a limited understanding of the gospel.  Paul distinguishes between the baptism of John and the baptism in the name of Jesus.  After they were baptized, Paul laid hands on them, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and received his gifts.  They had the same experience the disciples had at Pentecost.  
Paul goes to the synagogue and preaches for three months but the influence of those Jews rejecting the message drove him out.  According to Stott this is where Paul broke fresh ground in evangelistic method. 
But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. (Acts 19:9-10).

 He hired “the hall of Tyrannus,” presumable a secular school or lecture hall, and here every day for two years, according to some manuscripts “from the fifth hour to the tenth” (from 11 AM to 4PM), he argued the gospel. Assuming that he worked a six-day week, this represents 3,120 hours of gospel argument.  

There is no way Paul, by himself, could reach this region, but his effective teaching equipped believers, who got the word out to all who dwelt in Asia. 

11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. (Ephesians 4:11-12).

One of the elements of Paul’s missionary strategy is seen here.  Many of the cities where Paul planted churches were strategic centers that, when evangelized, served as focal points from which the gospel radiated out to the surrounding areas.  Other examples are Antioch in Pisidia, Thessalonica, Athens and Corinth.

Next Luke talks about unusual miracles that God worked.  Paul’s handkerchiefs or aprons (literally, “sweat-bands”) could be laid on a person even without Paul present, that person would be healed or delivered from demonic possession.  The pieces of material were presumably those which Paul used in his tent making or leather-working: one for tying around his head, the other around his waist.

The practice of magic and sorcery was prevalent in Ephesus.  God demonstrated his power by working miracles through Paul.  This may explain what happen next.  Jewish exorcists started using the name of Jesus to drive out evil spirits.  They had recognized the great power of Jesus’ name, as used by Paul and they were trying to imitate Paul’s formula for success.
15(One day) the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" 16Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. (Acts 19:15-16).
The Jewish exorcists failed because they had no personal relationship with Jesus.  They only knew Jesus is the God of Paul, not their own God.  This leads to many who had believed in magic and sorcery to confess and to bring their books of magic and burn them.

After this Paul makes plans to leave Ephesus and go to Jerusalem through Macedonia and Achaia, and then on to Rome.  Luke doesn’t mention it here, but one reason why Paul wanted to go through Macedonia and Achaia, then to Jerusalem was to collect and deliver a fund he had been collecting from other churches to help out the church in Jerusalem.  Paul sends Timothy and Erastus on ahead to Macedonia whiles he stays a little longer in Ephesus.  It is during this time that Paul writes First Corinthians.  His first letter to them (mentioned in 1 Cor. 5:9) has been lost.  But on receiving disquieting news from some Corinthian travelers, who also brought with them a number of questions from the church, Paul wrote them a second letter which in our First Corinthians.  The church at Corinth had split into factions and there were moral irregularities in the church.  Although the church was gifted (1 Cor. 1:4-7), it was immature and unspiritual (1Cor. 3:1-4).  Paul’s purposes for writing were: (1) to instruct and restore the church in its areas of weakness, correcting erroneous practices such as divisions (1 Cor. 1:10-4:21), immorality (1 Cor. 5;6:12-20),  litigation in pagan courts (1 Cor. 6:1-8) and abuse of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:17-34); (2) to correct false teaching concerning the resurrection (1 Cor. 15); and (3) to answer their questions about marriage (1 Cor. 7), about the eating of food offered to idols (1 Cor. 8-10), and about the use and abuse of spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12-14).  This letter evidently failed to have its desired effect, for Paul decided to visit Corinth personally.  He later referred to this as a “painful visit” (2 Cor. 2:1), because apparently one of the church leaders openly defied his authority.  So serious was this challenge that on leaving Paul wrote them yet another letter (usually referred to as the “severe letter”), insisting that the offender be punished.  This letter also seems to have been lost, unless (as some scholars believe) it has somehow found its way into 2 Corinthians 10-13.  The severe letter was heeded and the offender was duly disciplined.  Paul was overjoyed to hear from Titus of their loyalty (2 Cor. 7:12-14) and immediately wrote to them again, our Second Corinthians.

Acts 19:23-41

Demetrius, a maker of idols, opposes Paul because his business has suffered.  This temple to Artemis, the Greek name for the Roman goddess Diana, was regarded as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  It was supported by 127 pillars, each 60 feet high, and was adorned with great sculptures, 80,000 square feet, it was four times the size of the Greek Parthenon of Pericles.  It was also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where merchants, kings, and even cities made deposits.  The temple attracted a lot of tourist and no doubt the locals sold a lot of trinkets and small silver copies of this goddess.  The opposition of Demetrius and the other idol makers is a great compliment of the effectiveness of Paul’s work in the region. 
26And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at all. 27There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty." (Acts 19:26-27)

 But Paul was not on a “let’s close down the temple of Diana” campaign, he was just doing the Lord’s work.  As people came to Jesus, they naturally stopped worshipping Diana and buying shrines associated with the temple.  The riot builds momentum and the whole city is filled with confusion.  Paul wants to speak before the crowd but his friends (some of them high officials) beg him to stay away from the theater.  Considering Rome’s iron-fisted attitude toward civil disorder, things were rapidly getting out of hand.  The Jews push Alexander forward to make sure the mob knew that the Jews did not approve of Paul either, but he only makes matters worst. Finally the city clerk, what we would consider the “mayor” of the city was able to quiet the crowd.  The city clerk specifically says that Paul had not blasphemed the goddess Diana.  He was on a “pro-Jesus” campaign rather than an “anti-everything else” campaign.  If Demetrius and the other merchants had a legitimate gripe then let them go through the proper legal channels.  God used the city clerk to calm the mob and end the immediate threat to Paul and the other Christians.  God had preserved His work and His people again.
Acts 20

Now Paul decides it is time to leave Ephesus and sets out for Macedonia.  

He traveled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3where he stayed three months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go back through Macedonia. (Acts 20-2-3). 

This may have covered a considerable period of time.  Paul spent time working with churches he had already established.   The three months in Greece (Athens and Corinth) he wrote the letter to the Romans.  This plot against him is thought to have taken place aboard the Jewish Pilgrim ship he had taken passage on.  As Paul was carrying a large sum of money to Jerusalem it would have been easy to recruit men to kill him.  When he learned of this plot he decided to take the overland route back through Macedonia, accompanied by many companion.  He did not want to take any chances carrying this large sum of money.  These traveling companions of Paul were probably representatives from other churches who had sent money with Paul to Jerusalem.  They also present as ambassadors from the churches Paul had founded among the Gentiles, and were there to vouch for Paul’s good stewardship in regard to the collection destined for Jerusalem.  Paul sailed from Philippi to Troas.  Paul had stayed in Philippi for the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  He had hoped to be in Jerusalem sooner but now he hoped to be there for Pentecost. Paul stayed seven days in Troas so he could meet with them on the first day of the week to observe the Lord’s Supper with them.  Paul was speaking to them, and because he was leaving the next day he preached to them until midnight.  While Paul was preaching a young man sitting in a third floor window fell asleep and fell to his death. 
 8There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up dead. (Acts 20:8-9).
Paul went down, threw himself on the young man, put his arms around him and declared, “Don’t be alarmed, He’s Alive!”   Once Paul got every ones attention back he continued to preach until daybreak.
Troas and Assos are on opposite sides of a peninsula, and the distance between those cities is only twenty miles by land, but more than twice that by sea, therefore, it was not difficult for Paul to walk over land and again board the ship when it arrived at Assos. 

13We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. (Acts 20:13-14).
Paul finally arrives in Miletus about 35 miles south of Ephesus.  He chose not to go to Ephesus because he was in hurry to get to Jerusalem before Pentecost.  Pentecost was fifty days from Passover.  Five days plus seven days (v.6) plus four days (vv. 13-15) had already gone by, leaving only about two-thirds of the time for the reminder
  Acts 20:18-38  

 Paul’s farewell to the Ephesus Elders:

The importance of the leadership of elders has been evident throughout Paul’s ministry.  He begins his farewell by recounting his work among them.  He first calls attention to himself as an example.  Not an example instead of Jesus, but an example as he follows Jesus.  Paul didn’t act like a “religious celebrity” and expect people to serve and honor him; he just wanted to be serving the Lord with all humility.  He had kept nothing back that would be helpful to the Ephesus elders.  Paul not only didn’t limit his message he didn’t limit his audience either.  He preached to both Jew and Greek that “they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.”  When he talks about going house to house implies that the Ephesian church lacked any central building and probably was organized in house-churches.  Each elder, most likely, was over a particular hours-church.  Paul explains to them that he is “compelled by the Spirit” to go to Jerusalem.  Paul did not know what was ahead of him; he has reason to believe it was bad, but that did not trouble him.  He gave it all over to God even when he did not know what was going to happen to him.  “I am innocent of the blood of all men”,    Paul declared his heart was clear.  He could leave these Christians to God’s care with a good conscience, knowing that he has not shunned to declare to them the whole counsel of God.  Paul’s plea to the elders is plain: “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit had made you overseers. Be Shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”  The first duty of the shepherd is to feed the flock.  But feeding is not enough the shepherd must also protect the sheep.  They must be on watch not only from the wolves from the outside but to those that rise up from within.  Paul concludes by trying to communicate his heart, his motive in his ministry.  He wasn’t in it for himself, but for God’s glory and for the building up of God’s people.  His parting words are perfect for all who would minister to God’s people: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
.
