The Letter from the Jerusalem Council

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

Trace route to Derbe and Lystra 

Timothy

Timothy was the son of Eunice, a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek.

Timothy had a good reputation among the believers at Lystra and Iconium. 

Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek, but they would expect the son of a Jewish mother to be circumcised

It is theorized that Paul felt comfortable about having this done now since he had in hand the letter saying that it was optional

As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 

The Macedonian Call 

Trace route through Phrygia and Galatia

Acts 16:7 says that they were been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia.

Trace route to Mysia

Acts 16:8 says that when they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them

Trace route to Troas and ask the class which famous war was fought near there

Voiceover for Macedonian Call slide:

[And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  And when Paul  had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. (Acts 16:9, 10 ESV)]

Here and on through verse 17 of Chapter 16 the narration changes from third person to first person, indicating that the author of the book, Luke the doctor, is with Paul.  The first person narration resumes in Acts 20:5

Events in Phillipi 

Trace route from Troas to Phillipi

The Conversion of Lydia

Outside the gates of Phillipi beside the river on a Sabbath Paul speaks to a group of women, including Lydia, a businesswoman from Thyatira

Like Cornelius, Lydia already worshipped the one true God

In response to Paul’s preaching, she and her household were baptized, and she invited Paul and his companions to stay with her while in Phillipi

Paul and Silas Imprisoned

While Paul was going to the Jewish place of prayer in Phillipi, they were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling

She followed Paul and his companions, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this she kept doing for many days

Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

The slave girl’s owners were less than pleased with the loss of revenue and hauled Paul and Silas before the city magistrates

Here they were accused of being Jews, disturbing the city, and advocating customs that were not lawful for Romans to accept or practice

The magistrates were apparently easy to convince and had Paul and Silas beaten severely and placed in stocks in interior jail cells

The Philippian Jailer Converted

(ask the class to tell the story of what happened that night about midnight) 

 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God. (Acts 16:25-34 ESV)

The magistrates sent orders for their release the next morning, but Paul did not let them off that easy

He sent word back with the police that he and Silas, Roman citizens, had been beaten publicly and imprisoned, all without a trial and he would not cooperate with the attempt to get rid them quietly

Paul demanded that the magistrates personally  come and escort them from jail

He wanted the people of Phillipi to see that the now worried magistrates had committed an illegal act and realized their mistake, thus protecting the believers in Phillipi by establishing Paul and Silas’ innocence

Paul and Silas in Thessalonica

Trace route from Phillipi to Thessalonica

Paul of course heads for the synagogue and preaches there for three Sabbaths

Some of the Jews believed, along with a great many Gentiles, BUT

(read Acts 17:5b-10a)

Paul and Silas in Berea

Paul got a much better reception in the synagogue at Berea, where the Jews there listened and checked the OT to make sure Paul was telling them the truth

Many of them believed, along with more than a few prominent Gentiles

Things were disrupted by the Jews from Thessalonica who pursued Paul after hearing that he was preaching in Berea

For Paul’s safety, some believers there escorted him to Athens while Silas and Timothy stayed on at Berea

Paul in Athens

The Marketplace

While Paul was waiting at Athens for Silas and Timothy, he spoke not only in the synagogue but also in the marketplace

His words intrigued the philosophers there so much that they invited him to speak at the Areopagus, which means “Hill of Ares”.  Ares was the Greek god of war.

Ask the class what this has to do with Mars Hill College near Asheville

Luke says “Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. “ (Acts 17:21 ESV)
Paul Addresses the Areopagus 

 [Voiceover for Paul’s speech at the Areopagus] 

“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.  For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for      

                    ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
      

            as even some of your own poets have said,      

                    ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 17:22b-31 ESV)

Since the Greeks accepted immortality of the soul, but not resurrection of the body, some mocked Paul at this point

Notice how Paul tailors his presentation of the Gospel to his listeners

When speaking in Jewish synagogues, he proved from OT Scriptures that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah

When talking to the Athenians, he takes advantage of their interest in new religions, even quoting two Hellenistic poets

Epimenides: “In him we live and move and have our being”

Aratus: “For we are indeed his offspring”

to show that he is not some hick Jew but what they would deem an educated man

Others invited him to speak again later, and some believed and were converted

Paul in Corinth

Trace route from Athens to Corinth

While in Corinth, Paul stays with two other tentmakers, Aquila and Priscilla, who had been expelled from Rome with the other Jews by the Roman emperor Claudius around A.D. 50

As a check on the historical accuracy of the book of Acts, this decree is mentioned by the Roman imperial biographer Suetonius in Section 25 of the biography of Claudius his “Lives of the Twelve Caesars”, who says that:

Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus,75 [Claudius] expelled them from Rome.

There is no agreement among historians about whether Suetonius was referring to a Jew named Chrestus who caused the disturbances or a Jew called Christ who was the subject of the disturbances

As in other cities, Paul first preached in the synagogue.  After Silas and Timothy join him from Macedonia, Paul gives up on the Corinthian Jews and began speaking solely to the Gentiles

Paul was told by Jesus in a vision while in Corinth to continue speaking in the city and that he would not be harmed, so Paul stayed in Corinth 18 months

[Voiceover for hearing before Gallio]

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.”  But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint.  But since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things.”   And he drove them from the tribunal.   And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this. (Acts 18:12-17 ESV)

This passage allows us to date Paul’s visit to Corinth since Gallio was proconsul in Achaia in A.D. 51-52

While in Corinth Paul also wrote I and II Thessalonians

Paul Returns to Antioch

