The death and resurrection of Jesus
As Jay discussed last Sunday Jesus made his “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem.  But this triumph was not share by the authorities, and it was short-lived.  After he cleansed the temple their hostility to him became increasingly intense.
  The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching (Mark 11:18).
  During the next three days, from Monday to Wednesday, the “religious authority,” confront Jesus and try to trap him.  The first thing they do is question his authority.  
27They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28"By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you authority to do this?" 

 29Jesus replied, "I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 30John's baptism—was it from heaven, or from men? Tell me!" 

 31They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?' 32But if we say, 'From men'...." (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.) 

 33So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." 
      Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things." (Mark 11:27-33).
  Jesus also severely criticized the Pharisees for their religious pretense in a series of devastating “woes” in Matthew 23. 
Thursday

Jesus knew that his “hour,” which he had repeatedly said was “not yet,” had at last come.  It was to be an hour of unparalleled suffering, and yet also the hour of his “glorification” by which he would be most fully revealed and the salvation even of the Gentiles would be accomplished.
 20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

 23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

 27"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!" 

   Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 

 30Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.(John 12:20-33).

Thursday is the Day of Preparation for the Passover.  Jesus sends two of his disciples to Jerusalem to make arrangements for their Passover meal.
 10He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11and say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 12He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there."(Luke 22:10-12). 
 After everything is prepared, Jesus and the other disciples gather in the upper room to celebrate Jesus’ last Passover.  According to the Gospel of John, as the meal is being served, Jesus unexpectedly gets up and begins washing the disciple’s feet.  People usually washed their own feet or the washing was done by a servant.  For Jesus, this is not about clean feet, but about humility.  As Jesus said elsewhere: 
26But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.(Luke 22:26).  
This action is also intended to foreshadow Jesus’ ultimate act of service: his death.  Jesus said in another context, 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."(Mark 10:45). 
 After everyone is settled around the table, Jesus makes an announcement:”I have eagerly desired to share this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat of it again until it finds fulfillment in the Kingdom of God.” (Luke 22:15-16).
  The impact of these words, however, seems to be overshadowed by Jesus’ other announcement that someone sitting at the table will betray him.  During and after supper he also gave them bread and wine as emblems of his body and blood which were to be offered for their salvation.  The unleavened bread of the Passover meal was intended to be a reminder of Israel’s hurried departure from Egyptian slavery.  Jesus, however, takes this central element of the meal and applies it to himself, “This is my body, given for you.” (Luke 22:19).  After the meal Jesus takes a cup of wine, and in the same way as the bread, “gave thanks” and distributes it among his disciples.  That Jesus does this after the meal indicates this is the third cup of the Passover meal, known as the cup of redemption.  This is particularly fitting because Jesus says of this cup, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” (Luke 22:20).
 Jesus’ reference to a “new covenant” harkens back to the prophet Jeremiah who predicted a day when God would make a new covenant with Israel.
 31 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.(Jeremiah 31:31).

After the meal they go to the Mount of Olives, the garden of Gethsemane.  Here Jesus prayed with an agony of desire that he might be spared having to drink “this cup,” an OT symbol of God’s wrath upon sin.  But he ended each prayer with a fresh surrender of his will and an unshakeable resolve to drink it. Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested.  When the disciples see that Jesus is resigned to being arrested, they flee.  What follows is a series (that night and the following morning) of six separate trials, three in Jewish courts, one before Herod and two before Pilate.  For the Jewish trials there were:
1. The preliminary hearing before Annas, the former high priest.
2. The trial before Caiaphas, the ruling high priest, and the Sanhedrin.
3. The final action of the council, which terminated its all-night session.
The three episodes of the Roman trail were:

1. The trial before Pilate.
2. The trial before Herod.

3. The trial before Pilate continued and concluded.

When Jesus is being interrogated by the chief priest and the Sanhedrin they produce several witnesses but their reports contradict each other, rendering their testimony useless.  At this, the high priest asks Jesus a question that, depending on his answer, would be enough to condemn him:
 “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” (Mark 14:61). 
 In one of the few times Jesus actually speaks during his various trials,
 “I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."(Mark 14:62).
  In response the high priest tore his clothes, as a sign of extreme repudiation, and those present agree that Jesus in worthy of death for blasphemy and they begin to beat him.  The Hebrew Bible teaches, that in cases of blasphemy, the guilty party must be stoned.  Because the Jews are unable to administer capital punishment under Roman rule, the act of hitting Jesus is a symbolic way of fulfilling the Mosaic Law without violating Roman law.

During this time Peter denies Jesus three times just as Jesus told him he would and Judas commits suicide.  

Friday morning—now Jesus is brought before Pilate, the Roman-appointed governor of Judea, for trial.  Because blasphemy is not a condemnable crime under Roman law, the chief priests decide to charge Jesus with stirring up a rebellion.  Pilate could not ignore this because such uprisings were common during the Passover, and often resulted in considerable bloodshed.  When Pilate finds out Jesus is from Galilee, Herod’s jurisdiction, and Herod is in town for the Passover, he sends Jesus to him. All Herod wants is to see Jesus perform some miracles.  When he doesn’t get his miracles, he mockingly clothes Jesus in a royal robe and sends him back to Pilate.  When the Jews hinted that if Pilate releases Jesus he would forfeit Caesar’s favor, his mind was made up, he handed Jesus over to them to be mocked, flogged and crucified.

The Romans reserved crucifixion for slaves and the worst criminals.  It deliberately prolonged the pain and postponed death sometimes even for days.
How Jesus viewed and endured his ordeal is shown by the seven “words” which he spoke from the cross.  The first three indicate that he was able to forget his own suffering and concern himself entirely with the welfare of others.  He prayed that his tormentors might be forgiven; he commended his mother to John’s care, and John to his mother’s; and he assured the thief who was being crucified at his side that he would be with him that very day in paradise. (Luke 23:34;  John 19:26-27; Luke 23:43).  After this Jesus seems to have been silent for several hours, while a strange darkness overshadowed the land.  Then he uttered four cries, maybe in quick succession, which give us some idea of the nature and purpose of his sufferings (John 19:28;   Mark 15:33-34;   John 19:30;   Luke 23:46).  First “I am thirsty,” betraying his physical anguish.  Then “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  He was quoting Psalm 22:1as he always quoted scripture because he believed he was fulfilling it.  The God-forsakenness which he experienced was the divine judgment which our sins deserved.  He was drinking the “cup” of God’s wrath.  Almost immediately came a loud cry of triumph, the single work “Finished,” expressing his accomplishment of the sin-bearing work he had come to do.  Finally, he commended his spirit to the Father, to show that his death was a voluntary, self-determined act:
 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.(Luke 23;46).
Three days later God raised him from the dead, as a decisive proof that he had not died in vain.   The disciples are still struggling to understand Jesus’ death when the women who had gone to finish embalming Jesus announce that he is alive.  According to the women an angel announced Jesus’ resurrection: 
In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee. (Luke 24:5-6).

A general outline of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances:

· Mary Magdalene (John 20:10-18):  That Jesus would first appear to women emphasizes the importance of women to his ministry.  Some interpreters have argued that Jesus’ appearance to Mary testifies to the authenticity of this event, since a woman’s testimony typically had less value in Jewish or Roman legal context.
· Two men and the disciples (Luke 24:13-49; 20:19-25):  On the same day Jesus appeared to two men traveling along the road to Emmaus.  The two men return to Jerusalem where they tell the disciples about what they saw.  While they are talking Jesus suddenly appears, saying “Peace be with you.”
· Doubting Thomas(John 20:26-31):  A week later Jesus make his famed appearance to “Doubting Thomas,” who would not believe “unless I see the nail wounds in his hands and put my finger where the nails were and my hand into his side”(John 20:25).

· The disciples in Galilee (John 21:1-23):  Jesus appears to his disciples again in Galilee, by the Sea of Tiberias.  They are fishing and have not caught anything he tells them to throw their nets on the other side of the boat and they catch so many fish they can’t haul in the net.  At first they don’t recognize Jesus but then John says to Peter it is the Lord, when Peter hears this he jumps in the water and swims to shore.

These appearances continued for forty days. The last one took place on the Mount of Olives.  Here Jesus gives his disciples The Great Commission:

  18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."(Matthew 28:18-20). 
Stott say that the reason Jesus ascended before their eyes, was to show them that his departure was final.  He had now gone for good, or at least until his coming in glory.  So they returned to Jerusalem and waited—not for Jesus to make another resurrected appearance, but for the Holy Spirit to come in power, as had been promised.
