The Vision of the Image in Daniel 2, about 604 BC

[STATUE SLIDE VOICEOVER]

"You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening.   

The head of this image was of fine gold,

its chest and arms of silver,

its middle and thighs of bronze,

its legs of iron,

its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

 As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.  Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.  "This was the dream. (Dan 2:31-36a ESV)

The Vision of the Ram and Goat in Daniel 8, about 551 BC

[RAM WITH UNEQUAL HORNS SLIDE VOICEOVER]

I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal.  It had two horns, and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last.  I saw the ram charging westward and northward and southward. No beast could stand before him, and there was no one who could rescue from his power.  He did as he pleased and became great. (Daniel 8:3, 4 ESV)

[GOAT ATTACKING RAM SLIDE VOICEOVER]

He came to the ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing on the bank of the canal, and he ran at him in his powerful wrath.  I saw him come close to the ram, and he was enraged against him and struck the ram and broke his two horns.  And the ram had no power to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground and trampled on him.  And there was no one who could rescue the ram from his power. (Daniel 8:6, 7 ESV)

[FOUR HORNS REPLACING SINGLE HORN SLIDE VOICEOVER]

Then the goat became exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great horn was broken, and instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven. (Daniel 8:8 ESV)

The two that were relevant for Israel were the Ptolemies in Egypt and the Seleucids in Antioch in Syria

The Vision of the Northern/Southern Kings in Daniel 11

The prophecies in Daniel 11, about 537 BC

Extremely detailed regarding the interactions of the Ptolemaic kingdom in Egypt with the Seleucid kingdom in Syria

Because of the level of detail, commentators who do not believe in predictive prophecy place the authorship of these parts of Daniel after the events they describe

If you want to know about a commentary’s view on prophecy, check out the authorship date it gives for Daniel

Antiochus IV (Epiphanes)

Ruled the Seleucid kingdom from 175-163 BC

Is the original of the “little horn” in Daniel 8

Referred to as “a contemptible person” in Daniel 11:21

The abomination that causes desolation

During the rule of Israel by Persia, Alexander, the Ptolemies, and the Seleucids before Antiochus IV, the Jews had been allowed to maintain their religion and national identity as long as they paid their taxes 

After failed attempts in 169 and 168 BC to invade Egypt, Antiochus IV decided he need to secure his Egyptian frontier

Unwise councilors advised him to do this abolishing the Jews’ distinctive nationality and religion

Suspension of temple sacrifices and dietary laws

Abolition of Sabbath observances and circumcision

Destruction of the OT scriptures

This attempt climaxed in December of 167 BC with the installation of a cult of Zeus in the temple and a deliberate attempt to profane the altar by sacrificing a pig on it

Apocrypha

The Hasmonean Dynasty

Resistance begun by the high priest Mattathias, who died in 166 BC

When Antiochus’ emissary came to Mattathias’ village, the aged priest refused to sacrifice to Zeus

When a timid Jew came forward to make the sacrifice, Mattathias killed him and the emissary

Succession by Mattathias’ three sons

Judas “Maccabeus” (“The Hammer”), whose followers were called Maccabees

Jonathan

Simon

Events in December 164 BC, commemorated by Hanukkah

Independence

War continued for many years

Independence finally secured under John Hyrcanus, Mattathias’ grandson, in 128 BC

Map of Hasmonean kingdom

The Formation of the NT Jewish Factions

Hasidim – Pharisees

The pious Jews, known as Hasidim, who would not tolerate the efforts by Antiochus IV to destroy Judaism, aided the Hasmoneans in the war for independence

After the war, they became estranged with the Hasmoneans because the Hasidim cared most about strict observance of the Jewish law, rather than about political power

Because of their desire to avoid contamination, they eventually became known as Separatists from the Hebrew verb parash, “to separate”

Hasmoneans – Sadducees

The Hasmoneans controlled the high priesthood on through NT times

They claimed descent from Zadok, the priest as the time of King David

This faction came to disbelieve in resurrection and was more concerned with earthly power

Zealots

A third group was motivated chiefly by hatred of Rome and the desire to rid Israel of Roman control, by violence if necessary, or possibly even preferably

One of Jesus’ disciples, Simon, was from this group

Roman Rule

Conquest by Pompey

In 63 BC the Roman general Pompey effectively ended the independent Jewish kingdom ruled by the Hasmoneans

He was welcomed into Jerusalem by Antipater, the Edomite, the power behind Hyrcanus II

The temple itself had been fortified by supporters of Hyrcanus II’s rival, Aristobulus II

Pompey’s legions besieged the temple for three months before it fell, with Pompey and his men entering the Holy of Holies and reportedly killing 12,000 Jews

This act of course contributed to the hatred of Rome by the Jews

Herod the Great

Edomite by birth but Jewish by religion since John Hyrcanus had conquered Edom about a hundred years earlier and forced the Edomites to accept circumcision and Judaism

His father Antipater supported many important Roman rulers, including Julius Caesar

As a result, Herod, living in exile in Rome in 40 BC, was made king of the Jews by the Roman senate at the urging of Marc Antony and Augustus Caesar

In 37 BC, after a three month siege of Jerusalem, Herod secured for himself his new kingdom and the enduring hatred of his subjects

In 19 BC he began extensive renovations to the second temple, the one rebuilt under the leadership of Zerubbabel

Augustus Caesar supposedly said that he would rather be Herod’s hog than his son.  The hog, of course, being unclean would be safe from slaughter, unlike Herod’s family

