First Three Dynasties

The Division of the Kingdom

As Jay mentioned last week, Solomon used forced labor on the Israelites for his building projects.  In today’s’ terminology, one of his major forced labor czars was a man named Jeroboam

For some reason the OT doesn’t tell us, Jeroboam got on the wrong side of the king and fled to Egypt

After Solomon died, Jeroboam came back from exile to challenge Solomon’s son Rehoboam after Rehoboam proposed an increase in Solomon’s already high taxes

Jeroboam was confident since, on his way to Egypt, the prophet Ahijah had told him that the ten of the twelve tribes would be torn from the house of Solomon and given to him to rule

Jeroboam sets up alternate worship

Show I Kings 12:26-29

This is a big deal.  From the start, the northern kingdom, for political reasons, set up false gods

If you do an electronic search of the words “Jeroboam” and “sin” you get 47 separate verses in I and II Kings describing the behavior of kings of both the northern and southern kingdoms.  Each shows that God’s verdict on that king was whether he perpetuated the sin of Jeroboam

Rehoboam sponsors syncretism

Show I Kings 14:22-24

After five years of this, as punishment, the Egyptian pharaoh Sheshonq I (called Shishak in the OT) raided the southern kingdom and took from the temple the treasures Solomon had installed there

Jeroboam’s dynasty ended with the assassination of his son Nadab, who had reigned only two years, by the next king, Baasha of the tribe of Issachar (I Kings 15:27)

This second dynasty, which began with Baasha, ended with the assassination of his son Elah one day when he was drunk, again after a reign of only two years, by Zimri, one of his chariot commanders (I Kings 16:9, 10)

Within a week of this, Omri, the overall army commander, laid siege to the city where Zimri was, and Zimri committed suicide by burning the royal palace in that city while he was inside (I Kings 16:18)

Fourth Dynasty (House of Omri)

For the first six years of his reign , Omri struggled with another claimant to the throne, Tibni, in a civil war

Omri built a new capital, Samaria

Omri made a political alliance with the Phoenicians(Sidonians) by marrying his son Ahab to the daughter of the Sidonian king Ethbaal, Jezebel

Jezebel:

Maintained at her own expense at court a retinue of prophets of Baal

Involved her husband Ahab in her idolatrous worship, and

Killed the prophets of God

God raised up a line of prophets to confront the kings of Israel and Judah over their religious and ethical failings, beginning here with the prophet Elijah, from Gilead in Transjordan

One of his most famous acts was to challenge the prophets of Baal in a public contest on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18:17-40)

Elijah also challenged Ahab over his abuse of his subjects for personal gain (Summarize the story of Naboth’s vineyard in I Kings 21).  This account is put in to show us the character of Ahab and Jezebel

Naboth was avenged by Jehu, an Israelite army commander, who was anointed king on the authority of the prophet Elisha (II Kings 9:3)

Like Baasha and Zimri before him, Jehu consolidated his power by killing all the male relatives of the previous king

Fifth Dynasty (House of Jehu)

Jehu and his descendants ruled for 88 years, the longest of any of Israel’s dynasties

God promised Jehu that four of his descendants would sit on the throne of Israel

Jehu wiped out the prophets of Baal in the northern kingdom, but never dismantled the golden calf worship begun by Jeroboam at Dan and Bethel

It was under Jehu’s great grandson, Jeroboam II, that the northern kingdom reached its peak of political power

He reigned 41 years, by far the longest of any of the northern kings

This military success brought peace, the peace brought economic prosperity, the prosperity brought luxury, and the luxury brought moral decline

There was a boom in the outward exercise of religion as the people brought sacrifice after sacrifice, but the prophet Amos focused on what mattered to God, how the people treated each other, particularly how the strong treated the weak

Amos knew that religion divorced from morality was an abomination to God

God used the unfaithful wife of the prophet Hosea to illustrate that He demanded exclusivity in worship, whereas the Israelites had been unfaithful by worshipping Him alongside the Canaanite baals of the local shrines

The Last Dynasties

At the end of Jehu’s dynasty, the northern kingdom started going downhill fast, and would only last another 30 years

Jeroboam II’s son, Zechariah’s had been on the throne only six months when he was deposed and assassinated by a man named Shallum

Shallum, in turn, reigned only a month before being assassinated by Menahem, the commander-in-chief of Jeroboam II’s army

Menahem and his son Pekahiah together reigned only 12 years and then only on the west side of the Jordan

On the east side of the Jordan during this time a rival general, Pekah, set up his own kingdom

After these 12 years Pekah crossed the Jordan, assassinated Pekahiah, and made himself sole king of Israel for 8 further years

The last years of the northern kingdom were lived in the shadow of the new regional superpower, the Assyrian Empire

Already in the middle of the previous century both Ahab and Jehu had paid tribute to the Assyrian King Shalmaneser III

The Assyrian ruler from 745-727 BC, Tiglath-Pileser III (called Pul in the OT), began to expand the empire westward toward Israel

Menahem bought him off with 37 tons of silver raised from the wealthy of Israel, who were probably none to happy about it.  Pul used his power to keep Menahem on the throne throughout the reaction to this extortion

When Pekah became king he took a harder line against Assyria and allied Israel with Syria

When Ahaz, king of the southern kingdom at the time, refused to join them, Israel and Syria invaded Judah, throwing Ahaz into a panic

Ahaz did not take Isaiah’s advice and instead asked the Assyrians for help.  This did not work out well:

Syria was absorbed into the Assyrian Empire

The Transjordan territories of Israel were occupied by Assyria and the population deported (first deportation, around 733 BC)

Ahaz had to take silver and gold from the temple to pay tribute to Pul and even to Ashur, the god of the Assyrians

A year after this deportation, Hoshea took advantage of the popular dissatisfaction with Pekah’s little adventure and assassinated him, becoming the last king of the northern kingdom

There is an Assyrian inscription that claims that Pul had a hand in placing Hoshea on the throne

Hoshea withheld the annual tribute from Pul’s son, Shalmaneser V, and tried to make an alliance with the Egyptian pharaoh Osorkon IV.  When Shalmaneser V found out, he invaded Israel, besieged Samaria for three years, and deported the Israelites after the city fell

The northern kingdom ceased to exist in 722 BC and became a part of the Assyrian Empire

The territory of Israel was colonized with Syrians and Babylonians, who mixed with those Israelites who had not been deported to form the Samaritans of Jesus’ day

When lions began attacking the population the Assyrian king recalled one of the exiled priests to Bethel to “teach them the law of the god of the land” (II Kings 17:27b ESV) showing that he was a polytheist who believed that the local god just need to be appeased by the appropriate worship rites
