Today we finish I Samuel and continue through 2 Samuel and into I Kings.

Last week we ended with I Samuel 8:19-20:

But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

So God relents and sets aside Saul to be their king. And the people agreed with God because Saul was rich, tall, handsome, young and popular. He was also a strong patriot, so that when he heard that Jabesh-Gilead was being besieged by Nahash the Ammonite he immediately mustered a large army and came to their rescue (through God's help).

But Saul was not so successful against the Philistines. They had garrisons on Israelite territory nd were a source of constant humiliation to Israel (remember earlier when the Israelites failed to completely remove the existing inhabitants from the promised land). It was Saul's son Jonathan who finally defeated a whole Philistine garrison single-handed, and the youth David (destined to be Saul's successor on the throne) who slew the Philistine giant Goliath. The people were enthusiastic over these daring exploits, but Saul's jealousy began to form.

The major cause of Saul's downfall was his disobedience. Three times he disobeyed the direct commands of God: not completely destroying the Amalekites, usurping the priestly prerogative of sacrifice, and consulting a medium.

And Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'I have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'” So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand men on foot, and ten thousand men of Judah. And Saul came to the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the valley. … And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was despised and worthless they devoted to destruction. … And Samuel said,

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king.”

1 Samuel 15:1-5, 8-9, 22-23

We see God's verdict on Saul in verse 23 (in bold above). But Saul's reign did not immediately end. The Lord began grooming young David to be the next king. Then David got a position in Saul's court – he played the lyre to sooth Saul's bitter torments. David and Saul's son Jonathan became very close friends. But Saul's jealousy of the fact that David had been chosen to succeed him lead to David becoming a fugitive. Saul eventually fell in battle against the Philistines, along with Jonathan and his other two sons. Even though Saul had been trying to kill David during the later years of his reign, David was still overcome with grief at the news of Saul and Jonathan's death, as we see in 2 Samuel 1:

Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled before them, and many fell slain on Mount Gilboa. . . . David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan . . .: “Your glory, O Israel, lies slain on your heights. How the mighty have fallen! . . . O mountains of Gilboa, may you have neither dew nor rain, nor fields that yield offerings of grain. For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul—no longer rubbed with oil.”

1 Samuel 31:1; 2 Samuel 1:17, 19, 21

David made the recently captured Jebus as his capital, and changed its name to Jerusalem, “city of peace.” David's first achievement was to unify Israel and make the country safe from their enemies. He won victories over all of Israel's traditional foes – the Philistines, Edomites, Moabites, Ammonites and Syrians – and ruled over the whole promised land from “the river of Egypt” to the river Euphrates. But, as with any other man, he was not perfect. He had rebellion at home, first from his son Absalom and then from a worthless pretender named Sheba. He committed adultery with Bathsheba, and killed her husband to have her for himself.

Though not perfect (as no man is), David was wholly devoted to God. He also had a sensitive spirit. He wrote many psalms, and other songs as recorded in 2 Samuel.

After he built a palace for himself, he wished to build a temple for the Lord. But through the prophet Nathan God forbade it, telling him that his son would be allowed to build the temple (Solomon). Meanwhile, God told him in 2 Samuel 7:11-14,17:

Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. …  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.

This passage is also prophecy of Jesus Christ.

Solomon, David's youngest son, succeeded him on the throne, though his other sons tried to take the throne themselves. Solomon was considered the wisest king in Israel's history, and even throughout the known world at that time. Soon after he became king he prayed that God would give him wisdom in 1 Kings 3:9:

Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?

He divided the country into twelve regions under twelve officers, whose responsibility as to make provision for the royal household, one each month of the year. He fortified cities, built up a standing army, and procured 1400 chariots, 40,000 horses and 12,000 horsemen. He started Israel's navy, whose ships embarked on adventurous voyages for trade. He built palaces for himself and his queen(s), halls for assembly, justice and armory and above all the great Temple, made of hewn stone, cedar and cypress wood and gold. He also authored numerous songs and proverbs. 

During his reign the kingdom of Israel reached the height of its magnificence, in both size and prosperity.

1 Kings 4:20,25:

Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and were happy. And Judah and Israel lived in safety, from Dan even to Beersheba, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, all the days of Solomon.

However, again, like any other man he was not perfect. He did not love the Lord his God with all his heart. Nor did he love his neighbor as himself. He kept a harem of foreign (heathen) princesses, in defiance of God's prohibition of such intermarriage, and they “turned his heart after other gods” (1 Kings 11:1-8). Also, in order to maintain his luxurious lifestyle for himself and all of his wives, and the immense infrastructure and building projects, he levied high taxes and forced labor numbering 30,000 men – Israelite citizens, in addition to the usual foreign slaves.

Therefore, the people were fed up with Solomon's high costs. When his son Rehoboam succeeded Solomon as king, the people made this stipulation (1 Kings 12:4):

Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.

Rehoboam consulted his father's counselors, who gave him this very wise advice (1 Kings 12:7):

If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.

But Rehoboam rejected this advice, and instead stated that if they thought life was hard under Solomon, then they hadn't seen nothing yet. He would increase their burden, and be even more harsh in punishing the defiant. At this, the northern ten tribes separated from the others and started their own kingdom, which was still called Israel. Judah and Benjamin in the south became the kingdom Judah – David's dynasty.

Saul, David and Solomon reigned over all Israel for forty years each. So the kingdom was united for 120 years under a single king. But now the kingdom was divided.

