What We Will Not Cover

Jael kills Sisera

Ehud kills Moabite King Eglon

Gideon tests God with the wet/dry fleece

Samson kills 1000 Philistines with the jawbone of an ass

Delilah betrays Samson to the Philistines

Samson destroys the temple of Dagon with the Philistines inside

Jephthah’s daughter meets him after he makes his vow

Ruth gleans in Boaz’s field

Apologetics Question: Was it OK for God to Have the Israelites Destroy the Canaanites Down to the Women, Children and Infants?

Setting the Scene

Location: the east side of the Jordan River at Abel Shittim, just north of where the river empties into the Dead Sea

Time: about 1406 BC if you believe traditional dating

Leadership: Joshua, appointed by divine command through Moses (Numbers 27:12-23 and Deuteronomy 31:1-8)

Military Status: Israel has already defeated the Amorite city-state of Heshbon and kingdom of Bashan and punished the Midianites for their role in enticing Israel into idolatry

The Conquest of Canaan

Central campaign

Jericho

Ai, after the first attempt failed due to Achan keeping back silver and gold loot worth about $22,400 plus a really nice robe

The Canaanite kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon fought the Israelites in the valley of Aijalon.  This was the battle at which God made the sun stand still

Southern campaign, much of it against the lands of the five kings

Northern campaign, also against a coalition of kings, who put together a “huge army, as numerous as the sand on the seashore [with] a large number of horses and chariots

Joshua’s Farewell Address

The Consequences of Incomplete Victory

Relocation of the tribe of Dan

Philistines trouble Israel for hundreds of years

Idolatry and syncretism are made worse for even longer than that

The Downward Spiral (1375 BC to 1050 BC)

The Roles of the Judges

Military leaders

Spiritual leaders, but to different degrees

Judicial authorities, hearing cases and administering justice

Samuel, the Last Judge

Displayed no military prowess

The Ark of the Covenant was taken by the Philistines during his term of office

It was recovered via prayer and national repentance

Spiritual Leader

Dedicated to God by his mother Hannah

Called personally by God

Nationally recognized as a prophet

Acted as a priest as well

Judicial Authority

Circuit judge

Sons not suitable successors

Mediated between God and the people about the monarchy

Apologetics Question: Points for Discussion

The main purpose of God here was to destroy the Canaanite culture, not necessarily its people.  The Promised Land is to be made entirely free of that culture.  That can be accomplished by the individuals leaving permanently or by them staying and being destroyed

God gives life; it is His to take away

This was an exceptional policy to be applied just to the inhabitants of Canaan 

When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it.   And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you.  But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it.  And when the LORD your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to the sword, but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you.  Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations here. (Deuteronomy 20:11-15 ESV)

This was an exception even among cities judged by God

Sodom

Nineveh

God apparently knew that the Canaanites would not change since He had already given them four hundred years

Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years … And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." (Genesis 15: 13, 16 ESV)

How you view the killing of the children who stayed depends on what you believe about the eternal fate of those who die in infancy or as small children

