Previously we learned that after Joshua died a new ruler with an entirely new dynasty took over in Egypt, and he and other Egyptians feared the Israelites because of their great number. So they forced the Israelites into slavery in order to keep a reign on them. The new Pharaoh went as far as to command the death of all male babies. This is when Moses was born, and his mother “arranged” for Pharaoh's daughter to adopt him so that he might live to become God's instrument in delivering His people from Egyptian bondage.

Now, the Israelites have been suffering for many generations under Egyptian bondage because of their unfaithfulness go God – their worship of idols. God was waiting for them to realize their mistakes and turn their hearts back to Him. He was waiting for them to cry out to Him for deliverance, as it says in Exodus 2:23-24:

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

It was then that God spoke to Moses through the burning bush, who was in exile for killing an Egyptian taskmaster. In Exodus 3:4-6 we read:

God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." And he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."

Then God told Moses that he was about to rescue His people from their bondage and bring them to the promised land. God instructed Moses to go to Pharaoh and demand his people's release. At first, of course, Moses was apprehensive. He was afraid of both Pharaoh and of the response from his own people. But God reassured him and instructed him in Exodus 3:15:

Say this to the people of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.'

Moses obeyed, and the people of Israel accepted his leadership. But Pharaoh was not easy to convince. He “hardened his heart” against the release of the Israelites. It was not until the ten plagues that proved God's superiority over all the gods of Egypt that Pharaoh finally consented (Exodus 7-12). The tenth plague was the death of every first born child and animal, from which the Israelites were protected by the Passover ritual. 

In Exodus 12:37 it says: 

And the people of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children.

Then Exodus 13:20 says: 

And they moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness.

In Exodus 14, the Egyptians pursued the escaping Israelites, but God provided both an escape for His people and a defeat to the Egyptians by parting the Red Sea for them to pass and then drowning the pursuing Egyptians by closing it upon them. Israel never forgot their safe exodus fromEgypt by the supernatural intervention of God. They sang of it in public worship as a prominent example of God's power and mercy in Psalms 106:8-11:

Yet he saved them for his name’s sake,

    that he might make known his mighty power.

He rebuked the Red Sea, and it became dry,

   and he led them through the deep as through a desert.

So he saved them from the hand of the foe

   and redeemed them from the power of the enemy.

And the waters covered their adversaries;

   not one of them was left.

And again in Psalms 136:1, 10-15:

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,

    for his steadfast love endures forever.

to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt,

   for his steadfast love endures forever;

and brought Israel out from among them,

   for his steadfast love endures forever;

with a strong hand and an outstretched arm,

   for his steadfast love endures forever;

to him who divided the Red Sea in two,

   for his steadfast love endures forever;

and made Israel pass through the midst of it,

   for his steadfast love endures forever;

but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea,

   for his steadfast love endures forever;

The escaping Israelites did not travel direct to the promised land along the coastal route known as “The Way of the Land of the Philistines.” They turned southeast to meet their God at Mount Sinai, as he had directed Moses. It took them about three months to get there, and they stayed almost a year (Exodus 19:1-2):

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain...

Here God gave Israel three precious gifts: a renewed covenant, a moral law and atoning sacrifices. First, God called Moses up the mountain, and told him to say to the people (Exodus 19:3-6):

There Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

Secondly, God gave them a moral law. Obedience to this law was to be Israel's part in the covenant. Its essence was the ten commandments, but there were supplemental statutes and judgments which formed a body of case law.

Thirdly, God made generous provision for the remedying of breaches of His law. He gave instructions for the building of a “tabernacle,” a rectangular tent measuring about 15x45 feet, made of dyed linen curtains stretched over a frame and covered with goats' hair and waterproof skins. Inside were two rooms, “the holy place” and “the most holy place” or “holy of holies” separated by a veil. The tabernacle's fabric, furniture and construction are described in Exodus chapters 25-27 and 35-40.

Exodus 25:8-9

And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.

Exodus 40:34-36

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.

The five standard sacrifices are explained in Leviticus chapters 1-7, and full details for the dress, consecration and duties of the priests are given in Exodus chapters 28-29 and the rest of Leviticus.  Specially significant is the ritual for the annual Day of Atonement (Lev. 16). The high priest was instructed to take two goats. He was to kill one as a sin offering, take some of its blood past the veil and sprinkle it on the mercy seat of the ark. The blood stood for a life laid down in place of the sinner whose life was forfeit.

Leviticus 17:11

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

The veil symbolized God's inaccessibility to the sinner, and only the high priest could go past it, only on the Day of Atonement and only for sprinkling the blood.

As for the second goat, Leviticus 16:21-22 says:

And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.

These symbolic acts – the shedding and sprinkling of blood, the penetration of the veil and the bearing of sin – are precursors to the atoning act of Jesus Christ our Savior.

