Primeval History vs. Patriarchal History

Genesis 1-11

Dates uncertain

Genealogies incomplete

Genesis 12-50

What we skip today

Dating today’s lesson

The traditional view is that Solomon reigned from about 970 BC to about 930 BC

He began building the temple in the fourth year of his reign, about 966 BC

I Kings 6:1 states that the temple was begun in the 480th year after the Exodus from Egypt, taking us back to 1446 BC

Exodus 12:40 says that the Israelites lived in Egypt 430 years, taking us back to 1876 BC

Putting together genealogies and other time points on the direct line of Abraham-Isaac-Jacob-Joseph means Abraham was born about 2166 BC and left Haran for Canaan in 2091 BC

Many commentators, including Stott, have a different view of which pharaoh is the pharaoh of the Exodus, therefore have the Exodus at a later date, about 1280 BC, which moves everything before that later by about 166 years

In either case, we are not talking the dim past, but about historical periods with many civilizations, particularly Egypt, which had written records

The Call of Abraham

Abram vs. Abraham

When he was called he was named Abram, meaning “a high father”

In Genesis 17:5, when Abram was 99 years old and a year before Isaac was born, God changed his named to Abraham, meaning “father of a multitude”

For simplicity I’ll call him Abraham for the whole lesson

Abraham’s Situation in Ur (read p. 80 in Little’s Know Why You Believe)

The Call

The Location of the Call

Abraham had already left Ur, along with his wife Sarah, his nephew Lot, and his father Terah

Genesis 11:31 says that their desitnation was Canaan, but they stopped in Haran

Terah, Abraham’s father, stayed in Haran and died there

Genesis 12:1-3 occurs in Haran

The Covenant

God will bless Abraham

God promised Abraham a land and descendants

The rest of the Bible is the outworking of these promises of God

This is why Stott emphasizes Abraham out of all the patriarchal history in Genesis

The Fulfillment

OT: The land was Canaan (Genesis 17:8) and the people were the Israelites, and later, the Jews

NT: The church are Abraham’s descendants as Paul explains in Galatians 3:29

Future: Genesis 22:17 and Hebrews 11:10

Covenant Renewal

God renewed the covenant with Abraham several times during his lifetime

The promises of land was not fulfilled in Abraham’s lifetime since he and his family remained nomads.  The only land he possessed was a burial plot he bought in Hebron for his wife Sarah

God renewed the covenant with Abraham’s son Isaac in Genesis 26:1-5

God renewed the covenant with Abraham’s grandson Jacob in Genesis 28:13-15 when Jacob dreams of the ladder and in Genesis 35:9-12 when God changes his name to Israel

Jacob’s children were the original children of Israel

It Gets Worse Before Better

Abraham’s Descendants Go to Egypt

Like Abraham before them in Genesis 12:10, Abraham’s great-grandsons and their families moved to Egypt because of a famine, here the seven year one foreseen by Joseph in Pharaoh’s dream

The Death of Joseph at Age 110 (Genesis 50:26)

A New Pharaoh

Many scholars think this means a new dynasty, or royal house, in Egypt

Bondage for Centuries (read Exodus 1:8-14)

