Chapter one:

CREATION
From the outset the biblical authors are already beginning to define their worldview and their view of God differently than how their neighbors perceived such things.  In the ancient Near East, most of the people had myths relating to how the world came to be.  Prevalent in those myths were accounts of how one of the gods triumphed over a fierce and powerful beast that represented disorder, then fashioned the ordered world that people knew, and finally was proclaimed by the others gods to be the divine “king” over the world he had created. (Moabite’s god Chemosh,  Ammonite’s god Molech).  Israel God wasn’t limited to a tribe or tribal territory, but was the God of all creation and Lord of the whole earth.
The Genesis account of creation is all God centered in that the whole initiative in the creation lies with the one true God:  In the beginning God created…..and God said…. God saw……God called…..God blessed….God finished.  
Stott on religion vs. science

Scientist need to distinguish between fact and theory, and bible students between plain scriptural statements and fallible human interpretation.  What scripture affirms God affirms and what God affirms is true.  As said before Genesis begins with God continues with progressive stages and ends with man(“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. Gen.1:27)
Stott says not many Christians today find it necessary to defend the concept of a literal six day creation.  The biblical text presents itself not as a scientific treatise but as a highly stylized literary statement (deliberately framed in three pairs, the fourth “day” corresponding to the first, the fifth to the second and the sixth to the third.)
God forms                                                                 God Fills

Day One: Light                                                          Day Four:  The sun, moon,  and stars

Day Two:  Sky and sea                                            Day Five:  Birds and fish

Day Three:  Dry land and plants.                          Day Six:  Animals and humans

Stott does not think that “creation” and “evolution” are mutually exclusive. He does not see any biblical reason for denying that some kind of purposive evolutionary development may have been the mode which God employed in creating. (Theistic evolution or progressive creationism?). Stott believes that Adam and Eve are the original couple that the human race is descended from, although he believes that several forms of pre –Adam beings seem to have existed for thousands of years previously. These humans began to advance culturally.  They made their cave drawings and buried their dead.  He says is it not conceivable that God made Adam out of one of them?  Stott calls Adam the first homo- divinus, the first man to whom may be given the specific biblical designation “made in the image of God.”  Precisely what the divine likeness was we do not know, for the scripture nowhere tells us.  But it seems to have included those rational, moral, social and spiritual faculties which made man unlike all other creatures and like God the Creator, man was given “domination” over all the lower creation.  But here again the emphasis  should be on the fact that our world is no product of blind chance but the creation of a living, loving GOD that we can have a personal relationship with through our faith in Jesus Christ.  At the end of chapter we discover part of the purpose for which humankind was created in the first command given to human by God: “Be fruitful and increase in number, fill the earth and subdue it.”(Gen. 1:28)
Chapter two:  
Begins  with the first weekend.  “And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” (Gen. 2:3 ) This chapter tells us that work and leisure and monogamous marriage are “creation ordinances” instituted by God for man’s benefit before sin entered the world.  God put Adam (by the way the Hebrew word for “man” is adam) in the garden of EDEN.   The garden was thought of as being near where the Tigris and Euphrates rivers meet, in what is today southern Iraq. Now, the Garden of Eden was the place to be.  In addition to being a botanical wonder, Eden had no death, disease, weeds, crime, violence,  injustice, no alienation between humans, God, or creation: it was Paradise. God only had one command, “not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”(Gen. 2:17).  Only one command and we could not obey.
Chapter three:
The fall of man.  We all know the story of Eve’s temptation by the serpent and her giving in to the temptation and of course she brought down Adam with her.  It’s interesting  how  Adam answered when he was confronted by God.  He not only blames the woman, but in case that’s not going to be enough to get him out of hot water, he says “whom you gave me.” Then God confronts Eve and taking her queue from Adam she blames the serpent.  My how we have changed .  God’s punishment is swift and severe against each of the guilty parties.  So humans are banished from the Garden of Eden and Eve is cursed with pain in childbirth, Adam is cursed with having to work to eat, no longer will the land be giving.  Now it will produce thorns and thistles, “by the sweat of your brow you will eat your food.” (Gen. 3:19)  The serpent was cursed to crawl on his belly, loathed for all time by humankind.  But worse, humans will die:”you are dust, and dust you shall return”(Gen.3:19). Although Judaism did not hold Adam responsible for the sins of humanity, the apostle Paul did: “Sin came into the world through one man,” he wrote, “and death came through sin”(Rom 5:12).  

Stott now jumps forward to chapter six.  Three, four and five show the deterioration of man and his society , “The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.” (Gen. 6:5)  This is one the bibles most vivid descriptions of total depravity.  “The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” (Gen. 6:6)  Human sin is God’s sorrow. Within ten generations, humankind once again proved  itsel f unworthy of God’s great benevolence.   What a disappointment we were.  So the inevitable judgment of God was given, the flood.  So God decided to destroy his creation – sparing only the righteous Noah, his wife, their three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth), and their sons’ wives.  Following the Lord’s detailed instructions, Noah builds and enormous ark-little more than a buoyant box.  After 150 days “  the ark come to rest on the mountain Ararat”(Gen 8:4)—long identified with twin peaks in eastern Turkey near the boarders with Armenia and Iran. 
Now to quote Stott, “the flood seems to have been a comparatively local-though widespread-disaster.  The assertion that “all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered”(Gen.7:9) is not to be pressed with strict literalism.”  He further states that the flood is recorded as an object lesson of God’s judgment on human wickedness and of his mercy both towards Noah’s family and towards all subsequent generation in his solemn covenant  that “as long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease”(Gen.8:22).

