CONFRONTATIONAL EVANGELISM

 
This is a classic, traditional form of evangelism in which Christians meet a person they do no know and share the Good News.  Sometimes, of course, confrontational evangelism occurs among people known to the evangelizer.


Possibilities here include such as work associates, or neighbors with whom the evangelist does not have a particularly strong or long relationship.


The distinguishing attribute of this strategy is that the Christian usually determines who is exposed to the Gospel, when and where the exposure takes place and typically dogmatic about having the hearer make a decision on the spot or risk damnation.
                             


The setting in which such encounters occur is innumerable.  It could be in the non-believers home, (based on door to door evangelizing or maybe the cold call approach).


It could be in leisure places, at the beach, in a gym setting, on busses, airplanes, in parking lots of sporting events or in virtually any imaginable place where two people might hold a conversation.


Because this approach takes an aggressive approach it might not be the best form of evangelism, but at the same time may be an encounter, the door to which has been opened by the Lord Himself, and may bring good results.


Remember, when the opportunity presents itself, you take advantage of it.  If it is not successful, you have done your part….tell the story whether they hear it or not.

CELL GROUP EVANGELISM


This may be new to you, but it is one of the most frequently talked about evangelism strategies in the market place today.

The situation is this.  Research shows that about 3% of all adults are involved in some kind of cell group in which evangelism is one of the foci of the meeting.


Cell groups are essentially small groups of people who meet regularly for some form of Christian activity. Christian activity is the specific intent of the meeting.


Most of these small groups revolve around teaching, prayer, and building interpersonal relationships.  Most groups meet one weeknight each week or every other week for about an hour and a half.


The participants are usually Christians who are active in a local church. from which the group originates.


The idea of the cell groups is to develop a comfortable setting in which non-believers are welcome and feel at ease.  


During the course of the evening people discuss the Christian faith and what it means to them, how they can grow in their faith, and perhaps how others in the group can help them in that growth.


At an appropriate time during the meeting participants have the opportunity to declare their desire to commit their lives to Christ of they have not already done so.


Of course, this special time in the meeting has to be handled with varying degrees of sensitivity. It should be a time of genuine love and support. A good leader will facilitate this moment of activity.


This group can have various agendas. Some of these are groups of believers who seek to invite, involve and evangelize non-believers. 


(CAUTION): One has to be careful here so that the participating non-believer doesn’t feel trapped or coerced into making a commit that is not spontaneous or valid). 


Some will meet in a cell group whose primary purpose is to address specific social or spiritual issues in which non-Christians may have an interest.


Hopefully, discussion of these issues of interest to the non-believer will lead to a time of inviting the non-believer to accept Christ as their needed Savior.

POWER EVANGELISM

Power evangelism is probably one of the most controversial of the common technique approaches used in evangelism.


Power evangelism is based on the contention that when Jesus and the Disciples ministered, they sought converts through two acts.  They proclaimed the Gospel verbally, and then they demonstrated the power of God through acts of love such as healing, or such as feeding the five thousand.


For most of us, we could not provide the kind of demonstration as the Lord and His Disciples did, but we can provide demonstrations of God’s love for people by engaging in acts of love, yet, perhaps of a different sort.


Instead of relying solely on intellectual assent to spiritual truths and principles through this strategy, one can show love through providing assistance in some needy situation, perhaps roviding some physical assistance, showing love and concern out of a character of Christian love.


With those five methods of evangelistic techniques under our belt, we need now to turn to the out workings of those methods.


There are a couple of things to keep in mind when you begin to reach out in sharing your faith with another.  


One is the need to overcome your fear of sharing the Word`.  I am reminded of an incident where a Pastor was waiting in an airport.  While he was there he went to the Red Carpet lounge to wait for his flight.


He saw Mohammed Ali in the lounge. He was sitting at a table with a briefcase full of tracts about the Moslem faith.  


He noted that as he watched Ali, he began to think to himself, “Here is a man giving his all with what little physical and mental abilities he has left to share a lie. Yet too many Christians sit back too afraid to share the truth.”


Fear of sharing is one thing that an evangelizer MUST overcome.

After all, it is our job as Christians share the Good News with others.

 God has called each of us to share our faith in obedience to His command.


Some will struggle with the call to evangelize because they cannot stand rejection.  Because of our need to be accepted at all costs, we just don’t want to take the chance of not being accepted.


But here we have to be clear about what is going on.  When you choose to step up and share your faith, IF there is rejection of any kind, you have to understand that it is not YOU that they are rejecting, it is God.


  Therefore, you didn’t fail in your obedience to God.  Even if the way you share the message is tactless or jumbled, God can use it.  What he can’t use is your silence in witnessing.


We have to understand too, that there is no success or failure in God’s kingdom when people choose obedience.


Some will be afraid of what their friends might think if they start talking about spiritual things.  But we have to ask, “What is more important to the Christian servant, what people think of us or what God thinks of us?”


So, how can we get to a point where we can open the door of conversation to a place where we can begin to share the faith?


One very effective technique is centered around five basic questions that can be almost anywhere in any conversation.  Why is this method so effective? 


The truth is that most people have opinions on almost every subject, and they love to share those opinions.


If you don’t believe this, just start a conversation where you describe an experience you had in your life.  You will soon find that most everyone in the group will have had an experience similar so they can hardly wait for to you to finish your experience so they can tell you theirs. Human nature is just like that.


Secondly, questions work because they put you, the questioner in control without putting your listener on the defensive.  Instead, all you have to do is sit back and listen to their answers.


One fellow offered this approach relative to asking questions.  He noted that when I asked a question of the listener, no matter what the listener says, I never answer.  All you get from me is “Hmmmm.”


What this does is that it gives you the chance to listen very carefully to what the listener is saying.  Through this technique you may be able (with the aid of the Holy Spirit), be able to sense what the person is feeling, maybe anger, pain, loneliness, etc. 


You may be able to get a feel for what the listener’s needs are and how close his/her heart is to God.  This is a good approach to be able to zero in on what “knowing the Lord” can do for their particular situation in life.


There are five questions that can be used to facilitate a conversational track to talk about one’s faith.


The FIRST is, “Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?”  This question is useful when speaking with strangers or friends.


This is a point where one should never ask if one believes in God because that question is often considered offensive.  The person with whom you are speaking may feel that his/her belief in God is none of your business.


But you will find that most people are happy to reply to a question about spiritual beliefs because they love to give their opinions.  (Human nature is hard to fight).


At this point it does not matter if their answer is two minutes or twenty two minutes. The point is that you are listening.  You don’t even need to give and answer…just a HMMMMMMM.


What that does is open the door for another question, “To you, who is Jesus Christ?”  


Now that is not a trick question to put people on the defense, but to gage what their actual relationship to the Lord might be.


It has been observed (in research) that most people will answer that question something like, “Jesus is the Son of God or a man who died on the cross.  He’s God’s only begotten Son”.


Notice this is the correct theological statement but it is also very impersonal.  If you were asked that question, I would hope you would answer,  “He is my Lord and Savior”.  


The “MY” would indicate that you have a personal relationship with the Lord.


In witnessing to someone this may give some insight as to where the person is really coming from.  A lot of people would give this answer from general knowledge, yet not have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus.

