A SURE FOUNDATION

 
As we have said from the beginning, we have to be prepared with good knowledge and facts to be able to make our case for someone needing the Lord Jesus as their Savior.


We have seen where friendly persuasion was the best way to share the Good News with the needy. Witnessing for the Lord should never be something we force on someone, but something we present with a love, and gentleness that characterizes that love.


We have seen too, that evangelism can be done any and every where because there are all kinds of situations and opportunities to do so.


We have noted that when presenting the message of Christ, we must always seek God’s Presence and wisdom in our task of sharing.  I believe we should never seek to conduct evangelism solely on our own merit and wisdom.


When we do have the opportunity to share the message of Christ, we need to be sure that our FOUNDATION is strong and the right one.


So, let’s begin by building a sure firm foundation for what we are about to undertake. Remember, we do evangelism because God’s Word directs us to do so, and we do it out of a pure motive of concern for the lost soul, because we love the Father and the Son, and know their love for others.


QUESTION:  Does God’s Word offer an example so we can know that what we are doing is what God desires of us?  The answer is, “YES”!


For example, Luke records, Chapter 19, Verse 10, “The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”  This clarifies the purpose of the Lord Jesus coming into this world.  He came to redeem that lost soul.


In the Book of John, Chapter 17, Verses 17-18, we read from the Lord’s intimate, Priestly prayer to His Father, our God.  There He says, concerning those whom He came to redeem, “I have manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou hast given to Me. They are not of the world even as I am not of this world.  Sanctify them in truth; Thy Word is truth.  As Thou dist send Me into the world so I have sent them into the world.”



If Jesus was sent into the world to seek and save the lost, and He has sent His Disciples into the world, how could they have not been sent for any thing other than seeking to save the lost?  This is an example of the plan of God to evangelize the world.


Well, how do we do this?  FIRST OF ALL, as we have noted, you MUST be prepared to do this most important work of the kingdom.  You must study.  You must learn.  You must practice your techniques on how to best deliver the Word to the needy.


Back earlier I noted that “friendly persuasion” should be the order of the day. Now, some will say that you should not try and persuade anyone to accept the Lord as the Savior of their life. That is, you should just present the Gospel and let the Spirit of the Lord do the persuading.


There is some truth to that approach.  But I don’t think that anyone in his/her right mind would say that the very essence of the evangelizing is not to persuade someone to believe in and accept the Lord Jesus as the Savior of their lives.


THAT is every bit of what evangelism is all about. Actually, persuasion is the goal of evangelism. 


The Apostle Paul said in II Corinthians 5:11, “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.”


In Acts 18:4, speaking about Paul, Luke records, “And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.”

When Paul was before King Agrippa and shared his testimony with the king, Agrippa responded, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”


No doubt Paul as both making his defense for what he had been doing and was being accused of as well as trying to persuade Agrippa to accept Christ as the Lord of his life


Two things are apparent here.  One is that Paul is not timid about his testimony, even before the king of the land. Secondly, this just goes to show that all persuasion is not successful.


But, a further POINT here is that all persuasion may not be successful, but there is the obvious possibility that there will be no success if persuasion is absent.


We must try to persuade and convince people of their need for Jesus and why they need Him.


QUESTION:  “How can we do this?”


There are at least five methods of evangelism used today. You must decide which best suits your character and life style.


The FIRST is, “Life style or Friendship Evangelism”.  This approach is often criticized as a kind of soft-sell strategy because it usually takes a good bit of time for the Gospel to be explained to the non-believer.


This approach is based on developing a significant, credible relationship with a non-believer.  One must have a significant presence in the life of the non-believer.


In this situation, before the non-believer will listen to the Gospel, he or she must feel the love on which the Gospel is allegedly based.  A sense of deep, caring love must be evident to prove the authenticity of this approach.


Don’t ever think that the non-believer will not detect insincerity in your relationship.  Unfortunately, most will be suspicious or skeptical until that love has proven to be valid in the relationship.


SECONDLY, you MUST proclaim the Gospel verbally.  No matter how fascinating your life as a believer may appear to this person, the underlying reasons for your sharing the Gospel will not become clear to the non-believer, and they will not have a chance to embrace Christ as a result of your efforts, unless your faith in Christ is explained.


Again, THAT is why one MUST be prepared to share the facts of the Gospel with a non-believer.  The appearance of faith MUST be backed by identifiable sources, the Word of God.


And that raises the question, “Are you able to present the facts to explain why your faith in the Lord is real in your life?” This is extremely crucial in evangelizing.  


If you cannot adequately explain why you believe what you do, how can you convince someone else to believe?


Remember that Peter told us (I Peter 3:15), “Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to account for the hope that is in you,, yet do it with gentleness and reverence…..”


A person may be persuaded to accept Christ---that is, to make a decision for Christ—if these two prior steps seem real and the prospects of being a Christian seem worthwhile.


Perhaps a problem here is that this approach may take a good while to generate the faith of the non-believer so as to be willing to accept what the believer shared.  But this will work!


I believe that two other points should be considered when undertaking evangelism using this approach to non-believers.  One is that this may be a major advantage in lifestyle evangelism because it puts minimal pressure on the evangelizer. 


 It demands limited scriptural knowledge simply because the focus is on who the believer is and how he or she became so different, and the appropriate time to share is determined by the non-believer rather than the believer.


In this approach the evangelizer’s life becomes the primary persuader and the Word of God becomes his/her back up.  However, both must go hand in hand if there is to be evangelistic success.


In this case the character of the one sharing the Gospel is in the limelight.

The non-believer is looking at the life style and character of the evangelist as an inspiration to receive the Good News


The primary disadvantage of this lifestyle evangelism approach is that it can be an easy excuse for Christians.


Instead of diligently and aggressively pursuing evangelistic opportunities,  Christians may convince themselves that if they just lead good lives, are friendly and are open to sharing their faith, God will take care of the rest.


But the truth is, effective life style evangelizers are more aggressive in the selection of their friends and in identifying non-believers with whom they relate comfortably and whose presence they enjoy.


One other disadvantage of this approach to evangelism is that, as research has shown, it is the most common approach among evangelizers and is especially popular among those who share their faith the least often and who are least likely to know of anyone accepting Christ as Savior through efforts of the evangelizer.





     FAMILY EVANGELISM 

 
Family evangelism is an approach in which one family member will share the Gospel with another family member. For a majority of Christian adults, this is the only people group they will attempt to evangelize.

Family evangelism is similar to “lifestyle evangelism” in that it is based on relational trust and intimacy.  It differs in that it generally does not rely upon inquiries of a family member to initiate the conversation that leads to a verbal proclamation of the Gospel.


In this case, the believer usually takes the initiative in these circumstances    d broken relationships more often than “life style” outreach efforts.


So, it is obvious that one has to be very careful how one approaches another within the family.  Again, it MUST be done with genuine love and concern, but with respect and understanding of how the family member feels about such a conversation.


Remember too that this must not be an attempt to force the non-believing member. It is to enlighten and persuade out of love and concern.


Another note of caution is that one should be absolutely sure that the contact within the family is truly a non-believer.  False assumptions about one’s religious persuasion can cause real relational problems. 
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