EVANGELISM


What is this thing called “EVANGELISM”?  Is this a word/thought that is present in the vocabulary of people? Some yes, many, no.


As we undertake to learn of this thing called “evangelism”, it is my hope that we will be able to get a much clearer insight as to what it is, why it is needed and who can do it.


In order to better understand evangelism, we need to start by defining what it is, what its focus is, what its goal is and how to accomplish that goal.


So, let’s begin by defining the term.   “Evangelism” refers to the practice of relaying information about a particular set of beliefs to other who do not hold these beliefs. The term is often used in reference to Christianity, but may be used in other areas or disciplines.


The word “evangelist” comes from the Koine (common language) Greek word , “euangelion.”  This word originally meant a reward given for good news given to the messenger.  The “eu” means “good”.  The second part of the word, “aggellow,” means, “I bring a message”.  The word “angel” comes from the same root.  The “I bring a messenger” later became “good news”.  

The word “Gospel” (Good news), comes from the old English word, “godspell”.  In old English, “God (spelled with a long “o” meant “good,” and “spell” meant “word”. In other words, “godspell” meant “good word”, specifically the good tidings concerning Jesus Christ.  


Again, as we enter into this study together, it is my hope that there will a genuine understanding of what evangelism is really all about and that we will, each of us, develop a new appreciation for and heart felt need to engage in real evangelism.


  To begin with I would like to spend a little time setting the stage for the need for evangelism.  As an example of what should be the defining belief and attitude of all Christians, let me refer to one of the best testimonies that can be found on this particular subject.


If we turn to I Corinthians 9:19-23, we will find that testimony.  There we read of the Apostle Paul’s example of what a true evangelistic attitude should be.


In his own words he says, “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible, To the Jews, I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law, I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak, I became weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the Gospel that I may share in the blessings.”


There are two sentences in that testimony that really stand out for me.  One says, “…to win as many as possible.”  The second is, “…that by all possible means I might save some.”


I believe that in the Apostle’s mind, NOTHING was as important as the value of a person’s soul, and the tragedy that would occur if that soul was lost to the confines of hell for eternity if he did not do all he could to help salvage the person’s soul. 


Enlightening that person’s mind as to the consequence of not being saved from the sentence of eternal in hell was at the heart of the Apostle’s mind and the impetus for his ministry.


That begs the question, “Do we feel the same urgency for the lost”?  Now, I suspect that the honest answer to that question for most of us is, “No”.  Later on in the study we will get a chance to reflect on that very question.


But for now, let me share with you some suggestions as to what we are facing on a daily basis in our country.  Research indicates that this year about two and a half million people will die.


Now the truth is that we have no way of knowing the true state of the mind and heart of those who will die this year. Only God Himself knows how many of those people will wind up in a state of eternal separation from Him, which we commonly refer to as “hell”.


But again, research suggests that at least a million of these who die this year will leave this earth for a known and permanently agonizing eternity.


 But the more devastating aspect of this tragedy is that many of those people were denied the opportunity to learn about the joy and comfort of God’s eternal blessings and peace.


And, here is the  Problem…Nobody—not family members, friends, church members, work associates, educators, public officials, clergy, or leisure time associates loved them enough to introduce them to the Living God.


Those people could have been spared the worst sentence of all had the followers of Christ wholeheartedly shared the Good News of salvation through the Grace of God with those who were living independent of God’s everlasting forgiveness.


Millions of souls that writhe in hell today could have avoided that sentence.  But nobody told them. What a tragedy!


QUESTION:  “Well, what would it take to stir up the sensitivity to rekindle the urgency for evangelism for our people?”


Perhaps just hearing the Word for the first time might do the job.  Now, when I say for the first time, I am being factious, because what I am about to share with you is something that you have heard many times before, but, in fact, you MAY NOT HAVE HEARD IT AT ALL.


A Christian man shared his story about NOT HEARING what he was hearing and had heard.


He noted that some years ago while living in Chicago he and his wife attended the church at Willow Bend Community Church, one of the largest evangelical out reach churches in the world.  (Some of you may have heard of this church).


He shared that the Pastor was leading the church through a series on the Book of Luke.  The series was taught during the midweek service.  He says he arrived at the church one Wednesday evening, fatigued after a full day of meetings, negotiations and productions.


The weather was forbidding and he had driven eight miles on narrow roads caked with ice, sand and a thin layer of snow. He says he was not “up” to a night at church, but dutifully attended.  (After reading that statement, I began to wonder how many


He tells that, as the Pastor read from the Book of Luke, Chapter 16, Verses 19-31, my comatose mind suddenly snapped to attention.  His passionate retelling of the story of the rich man banished to hell gripped my heart as few storied ever had.  (You recall the story of the rich man and Lazarus)


Chills ran down my spine as I heard the mournful cry of the rich man to Abraham: “I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers.  Let him warn them so they will not have to come to this place of torment.”

He ended his story telling that after more than a decade later he still recalled the lesson and horror that filled his mind as he, perhaps for the first time, how horrific a life in hell would be, and how significant the death of Christ had been for him and how imperative it is to use every means available to share the real truth about life, death, sin and grace with every person he knew.”


But what is more intriguing is what he tells about his feelings after the exposure to the real truth of the Gospel.  He relates, “I remember tossing and turning in bed that night, angry that the Pastor had so effectively confronted me with the necessity of sharing the Gospel with the people I love.


I remember thinking about family members who have steadfastly hidden behind denominational allegiance, church attendance and good works, heatedly using these arguments and discounting that “born again stuff.”


I remember the emotional pain of realizing that I might be the last hope my family and closest friends have for knowing Jesus in a personal and intimate way; No, a life saving way.


He said, “As I tried unsuccessfully to rest that night while the wind howled and the moonlight drove shadows across our bed room, I knew that the rich man who was living in torment forevermore was no different than my friends and family would be unless somebody chose to confront those dear people with God’s ways and God’s truth.”


Now, that testimony has two main points that those who would evangelize should comprehend: One, the human soul is of infinite value, and two, true evangelism necessitates an insatiable compassion for that lost soul.


 Now the bad news:  Most folks who call themselves Christians do NOT understand the infinite value of a lost soul, and most do NOT have the insatiable compassion for a lost soul to the point where they cannot be restrained from seeking the lost to share the Good News of Jesus.


Most Christians are like the man whose testimony I shared with you.  They have heard and heard and heard the call for evangelism, the sharing of the Good News of Jesus Christ, but THEY HAVE NOT HEARD!


 That is to say, they have not so heard as to have been moved to the point where the truth of the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has impacted their lives in a way that has created an insatiable desire to seek and save the lost.


To suggest such a thing is NOT to pass judgment, but to expose truth.  In this study there may be many things that appear distasteful, but are necessarily exposed to elicit the good.


The AIM of this study is to discover what evangelism is, where it came from, its design, its goal and some do’s and don’ts in the pursuit and practice of evangelism.

